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On 19th’ April, at No. 2, Century Crescent, 
Kennedy Road, Hongkong, to Mr. and Mrs. Evan 
Ormiston, 2 daughter. 

MARRIAGE . 


On 28th March, at Shang) ai, the Rev. G. H. 
Sxrviuue, to Jesstz M. Gezrns, both of Wenchow. 

On 20th April, at Shanghai, JoHNn Lennox, to 
Joanna L.oursa Fanny BroemFre.p. i 


On 20th April, at Shanghai, Roprrr Crrbianp 


: Farsripgs, to Linian Studgr Waxsu. 


On 24th April, at the Union Church, Hongkong, 
by the Rev. C. Il. Hickling, Many Maraaret, 


24 eldest daughter of Mr. J. P. B. Rurve, of Brent- 


PAQUET LAKIN 


wood, Essex, to Aurreep. E. Hourinaes, fourth 
son of Mr. T. Hourinas, of Taunton, Someserset- 


shire. 

On 26th April, at St. John’s Cathedral, Hong- 
kong, by the Right Rev. the Bishop of Victoria, 
assisted by the Rev. F. T. Johnson, M A, GInet 
Haminton, eldest son of the Rev. GILBERT 
‘ Epwanrps,jM.A., of Gt. Haseley, Oxfordshire, to 


ae Fuorency Masset, daughter of Gzozaz Mugrar 


-Barm, Esq., Hongkong. 
DEATHS. 

On 8th April, at Wuchang, Heuen Isapeuca, 
daughter of Dr. and Mrs. l‘oszeT Boruann, aged 
five years and eight months. 

On 23rd April, at Marseilles, J. L. Houston, 


aged 50 oo 
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Be igen OF MAILS. 


The German Mai of the 28 h March arrived, 


Sper 8.8. Boon, o8 Tuesday, the 25th ultimo; ani 


siderably from dry rof. 


the Jupanese authorities have estallished 
post offices at Chinju, Mapho and Ho!o, in 
Korea, and opened them to the public on the 
Ist inst. 

The Bourse Gazette declares that Russia has 
only one ally at present, namely Time. And, 
we may add, the Bultic Fleet is busily engaged 
in killing that ally. 

1. KE. the Governor has appointed prorision- 
ally, until further notice, Mr. Heury |. ursthousa 
to ack as Crown Solicitor vice Mr. F. B. L. 
Bowley, on vacation. 

Baron Komura, Minister of the Foroiga 
Office, has issued a notice to the effect that a 
Japanese Consulate was opened at Changsha, 
China, on the Ist inst. 


The last weekly plague return records a total 
of 29 cases One subsequent fatality makes the 
year’s list number 30. muall-pox cases are two 
Chinese and one Indian. 

Mr. Bats Halton Fox, of the Brit’sh 
Consular Service in China, ig anncunced to 
marry Miss Noott, a grand-daughter of Sir A. 
Hickman, M.1. for Wolverbampton. 


Mr. W. Cowan arrived at ‘siping on the 
15th April frcm Hongkong. It is rumoured 
says the Perak Pioner, that it is possible he 
may be transferred to the Police Dep rtment to 
be at the head of th Criminal Iuvestigation 
Bureau. 

“No Thoroughfare. Closed by order of the 
Government.’ This notice, now appearing in 
the corridor of the Hongkong Hotel, intimates 
that the passing of the general public through 
this well-known “short cut” is being timely 
restricted. 

It is reported that the Japanese Government 
has decided to greatly extend its postal facilities 
in China and Korea, on th» conclusion of th- 
war. There a-e at pres-nt 14 Japanese post 
offic s avd 5! agenci:s in Korea, and 16 offices 
aud four agenci.s iu China. 

Three Chinese water-boat men were ou Sutur- 
day fived £20 each, or six weeks’ imprisonment, 
for obtaining water for sale to ships from 
unauthorised streams. The only authorised 
place to obtain wster is at Laichikok, where 
t e Government sell it for seven cents a ton. 


In pursuance of the Hongkong Government 
notifica ion of the 20th instant, several ships 
with ccal and provisions on board, destined for 
either one of the belligerents, are being 
detained at Hongkong. It is probéble, there- 
fore, that Welsh coal ships will in future give 
this port a wide berth, 

A Ruasian prisoner-of-war was courtmartiall«d 
at Osaka on the 4th inst. for stealing a gold 
watch and other personal effects belonging to 


fellow prisoners He was fonnd guilty and 
sentenced to imprisonment for ten months, te 


- ‘tholfFrench Mail of the Slat of March arrived, | be followed, says the Regen Press, by polics 


, to-day, tho 1st instant. 


» 


Par ss. Ernest Si 


surveillance for six months. 


| 


Mr. Geo. P. Lammert on April 26th sold by 
public auction Inland Lot No 1666, contain- 
ing 689 square feet, ou which is erected No. 8, 
! Po Hing Fong. The lot is held for 75 years 
at a Crown rent of $11. Messrs. Johnson, 
Stok s and Master .were the solicitors for 
the mortgagees. Mr. Lau Kwai Pui secured 


the property for $9,600. 


A recent nomber of the Nagusaki Press 
said :— Owing to thé appearance of the Baltic fleet 
in the vicinity of Singapore, the Jupanese Marine 
Insurance companies have increased their rates 
of insurance from 124 to 25 per cent. for Hong- 
kong. from J0 to 50 per cent. for the Pescadoresg, 


Formosa and Loochoos, and from 25 to 75 per 
cent. for Gensan and Sonching, 


The captai: of the steamer Kniveberg reports 
that on the 7th instant in Howki Channel, 
Bamboo Island, bearing N.E, he exploded a 
drifting miue.. On the 15th inst. in Lat. 34.22 
N, Long. 121.50 E., a long way. south of 
the Shantung Pri montory, he exploded dn 
enormous drifting mine, nearly ten feet in 
diamet-r. He fired at it at a distance of 
| something over 150 yards, and fragments of it 
| fellon his deck. This is one of the largest yet 
reported. 

Eleven shareholders addressed a joint letter 
to Mr. J. R. Twentyman, mansging director of 
S.C.-Farnham Boyd & Co, Ld., asking for 
definite information about the “firm offer” to 
purchase the Company's property, for the 
personnel of the offering London Syndicate, and 
for a special meeting to be called. The reply 


was that no mecting was necessary, and the - 


information asked for was withheld. The 
shareholders replied that the dixectors had lost 
the confidence of the shareholders, who hadva 
right to demand a meeting, and they published 
the correspondence. 

A young medical missionary, Dr. Forsythe, 
attached to the Sonthern Presbyterian Board 
of the United States, was recently attacked by 
a gang of masked Koreans at the house where 
he was lodging in a little village near Chunjin. 
The doctr attemp'ed to defend hinself, but he 
was struck a heavy blow on the head, and was 
then thrown off the verandah,a distance of four 
feet. and jumped upon by the Koreans, He 
was nearly killed, but when medical assistance 
arrived the benefits of a robust constitution were 
manifested and at last reports it was thought 
that he would recover. 

The return of Chinese pilgrims from ‘the 
t mbs of their ancestors has kep- a number of 
harbour launches extremely busy during the 
last few days. The masters of these launches, 
eager to turn an honest penny, have been carry- 
ing passengers in excess of the licensed number. 
The Water Police have become cognisant of 
this fact, and at the Police Court on April 28th 
placed the Masters of the Kam On and the 
Kam Tat before Mr. G. N. Orme for carrying 
43 and 44 passengers re-pectively in excess of 
the licensed number. 
fined $50 and the second $60. 


The first defendant was. 
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‘THE HONGKONG 
would nore been an easy matter to obtain 
the evidence nece to strengthen that 
HONGKONG. word “presumably.” It is pointed out that 
: _ | the out-turn of foreign spindles and looms 
aaa Press 21st April.) - | finds its market practically at the doors of 
The Cotton Mills of China are the subject | the mill, some native mills taking in raw cot- 
of a long and very interesting report by | ton from the country people and delivering 
Mr. J, W. Jamrzsow, British Commercial | o stipulated quantity of yarn in exchange.’ 
~ Attaché in China, which has just reached | The writer dads cause for surprise that 
‘as in a Foreign Office pamphlet issued in | cotton spinning by machinery 8 ould not 
‘March, and numbered 629 of the mis-| have been more remunerative, in view of 
cellaneous series. Cotton spinning and | the enormous Chinese imports. Explana- 
yarn weaving, a8 ancient Chinese handi- | tions of the tardy manner in which pros- 
crafts, Mr. JamIEson does not dwell on; | perity has been approaching the foreign 
but begins with the introduction of steam- | enterprisers have reviously been given in 
driven machinery fourteen years ago. - He | these columns. here are causes still 
gives the names of nineteen mills or firms | awaiting removal; but the chief factor of 
which, last year, had 619,648 spindles | disappointment, the absence of a sufficient- 
and 2,250 looms going. The Hongkong | ly plenteous and cheap supply of raw 
Company, started in 1898, “ with a view to | material, has now disappeared. he limited 
catering for the wants of Southern China, | output of last year (about 647,333 lbs. sent 
hoped to find in Borneo a source of supply | into China) will be greatly increased local- 
of raw material. Such hopes, however, | ly, as a consequence, and in the northern 
were not realised, and in 1900 it got into | port the experts are looking for a better 
serious difficulties. A re-organisation, oa|time. U ortunately, at Shanghai they 
the basis of writing down its hundred | have serious debts to wipe out, and it will 
dollar shares to tea dollars each, followed ; | need abnormal profits for some time to put 
and it has succeeded in paying a dividend | them in the enviable position they ought 
on its reduced capital. As against an|to be enjoying. Also, “ the mills in the 
import duty at the rate of 0.60 ° Haikuan | country are undoubtedly more ad vantage- 
taels per picul, payable by the Chinese | ously situated than the milla of Shanghai, 
mills on cotton from abroad, this mill| their expenses are very much lower, the 
obtains its supplies duty free. The counts | absence of any provision for depreciation or 
it spins are low, chiefly 10's, and such of | insurance does not weigh heavily on the 
the output as is not disposed of locally goes | minds of the management, and, conseyuent- 
principally to Amoy and Foochow. The|ly, they may feel justified in declaring 
Chinese lcustoms statistics record the i ident. under circumstances when the 
imports of Hongkong yarn into China as | cautious European would never dream of 
having been 694,400 lbs. in 1901, 816,800 doing go.’ The “ year of cheap cotton" 
lbs, in 1902, and 1,230,400 lbs. in| that Mr. JamrEson looked for as a neces: 
1903.” Of the four foreign companies at | sary preliminary to amelioration of their 
Shanghai, with £500,000 of Huropean | lot has dawned, and it is to. be hoped 
capital, it is said that “ to inspire confidence | the “ abnormal profits ” may follow. The 
they all paid amall dividends in 1897-98, | Hongkong concern, which occupies such an 
but have been struggling hard to keep their honourable position in the report, is in an 
heads above water ever since.” Now that | exceptionally favourable position. Having 
plenty of raw cotton is obtainable, it is to| paid for their experience by the heroic 
be-hoped they will manage to keep it above | sacrifice of four years ago, the proprietors 
water ; for it was the cotton, and not their | are able to cope with the present revival 
heads, that absorbed the moisture. The | without the handicaps that fetter their 
report of the China Mission of the Black- | neighbours. 
burn Chamber of Commerce is alluded to, — 
the report which admitted great possibilities 
-for this new industry, because its surround- 
ing circus stances and conditions were s0 
favourabletotradeexpansion. Mr. JaMtEsoNn 
points out that these great expectations have 
not been fulfilled ; hut we must not forget 
that there have been changes, and 
a phenomenal cotton harvest, since he 
wrote. These Foreign Office books are not 
hastily prepared, and there are various 
indications that the Commercial Attaché 
was preparing his report prior to recent 
developments. So far as the demand goes, 
the Blackburn experts and the foreign 
promoters have been justified. China’s 
imports of yarn in 1903 exceeded those of 
1902 by 38,730,250 lbs., while the increase 
for ten years was 232,888,600 lbs. Shortly 
before these foreign enterprises set out to 
supply a market known to be growing; the 
proportion of yarn in China's imported 
cotton products was forty-two per cent. In 
1903, it was -two, representing a value 
of £8,814,500 ; and Hongkong’s quota is 
ateadily growing. We notice an ex parte 
tone about some of Mr. Jamrsson’s observa- 
tions, as if they had been written to put 
Lancashire in a good humour; but we may 
be mistaken. Referring to the advantage 
Chinese mills have over the foreign mils 
in Shanghai, he says “mills in Shamghai 
do not work on Sundays ; those up-country 
resamably do.” It- 1s not very encourag- 
ing to find a British Commercial Attaché 
resting content with a presumption. It 


COTTON MILLS IN- CHINA AND | 


COMMON SEAMEN AND WAR 
* RISKS. 


—_—_— oe fhe. 
(Daily Press, 24th April.) 

There is a forensic fiction that the Law 
cannot err. The theory is one of judicial 
infallibility, maintained, like an analogous 
theory, for a useful purpose ; but, if heark- 
ened to by the man in the street, received 
and taken with the proverbial grain of salt. 
Without such examples as the Beoxk case to 
justify our assertion, we are entitled to 
support it syllogistically. For major pre- 
miss, kumanum est errare; for minor, “all 
magistrates are human”; therefore, it is 
the natureofa istrate to err, occasionally. 
This preamble relieves us of the risk of 
over much presumption in expressing our 
opinion, which is also human, that the 
element of error was perceivable ia the 
local convictions of sailor-men who refused 
to undertake war risks. We would offer 
no sweeping condemnation of the law, of the 
interpretation of the law, or of the couse- 
quent sentences which have put upon British 
sailors the gaol-bird stigma. From the 
shipping point of view it must have been 
very serious and very annoying when crews 
have interrupted a potentially profitable 
voyage by rohan to continue further than 
Hongkong; and some impatience, on the 
part both of captain and istrate, was 
natural and excusable when the attitude of 
the defaulting seamen was characterised by 


the stupidity exampled in such cases as that 


of the sailor who boaste -T cas 
Britisher, and néver change. my:- mi 
But the point seems to be whether th 
procedure was adopted in haling ‘t 
men into a court Sf criminal sessio 
The law of the sea is not the law of ‘the; 
lund, There are reasons for the differences. 
Yet, obviously, there was something wrong. 
somewhere in putting men whose worst. ‘: 
offence was a breach of contract into the * 
position of criminals. Long before the ~ 
arrival of the Bultic Fleet caused others to 
reconsider the magisterial dictuin that there 
was no real risk, we felt and expressed |< 
sympathy for the men thus being punished. 
We never felt inclined to agree that the 
magistrates were right in describing their. 
scruples as altogether vexatious and; 
frivolous. Expressions from the- Bench’ -: 
itself gave us occasion to question the 
esoteric justice of the treatment meted ous” 
to the mutineers, It was said by one © 
Justice of the Peace that in the presence of 
reasonable grounds for believing that risk 
attached to a voyage to the North, he would | 
be the last man in the world to insist that | 


they ret proceed. We asked ourselves 


Pe ae 


what|would be reasonable grounds. There — 
was then no Baltic Armada in the vicinity. — 
The mined areas were in many of the cases _. § 
not to be crossed or approached. What then, 5 
had these men tofear? Weretheycowards, § 
starting at shadows, trembliug at the mere - & 
possibility of danger? The ordinary perils : 
of the sea they were accustomed to risk. & 
without a thought. The idea occurred to. 
ua that these men were “ sea lane... 
They!learned that extra freight was ing ‘ 
earned by their ship, and asked theui”” 
selves why. ‘The answer that naturally’ 
suggested itself to them was that 
extra freight was paid because there wal . al 
reasonable ground for apprehending risk. |. 
to the ship. Any risk to the ship must be, 
shared by themselves. The ship was in-. > 
sured: they were not. The sea-lawyer, ; 
particularly the British variety, has a keen - 
sense of equity, and a stubborn idea of 
fighting for what he considers to be justice, 
for what is “fair.” Extra risk, extra freight, ° 
extra pay for the sea-lawyer must obviously 
have been the train of thought. That no™ 
reference was made to any demand for extra — 
inducements does not vitiate the theory. 
They may well have expected to be offered 
inducements to continue. In some cases, 
that was the course pursued. In others, 
now under discussion, the men were 
treated, not to bribes, but to threats. The | 
letter of the bond was cited. They were «i | 
sent to gaol. This seemed to us wrong, but | 
where the law applies, and men are under ~ [ | 
the law, there is little use in kicking, / 3 
against the pricks. Fresh cases followed j.,  § 
the magistrates still insisted that there was. ¢ 

no danger. Even the nearness of thé 
Baltic Fleet did not alter the legal view; 
that the risk was imaginary. In other, * 
quarters, however, we find that the latest _.: 
caves have drawn official attention to thes. ° 
possibility of “reasonable grounds” ; and. 
some men are released. But how can the. 5 
presence of a Russian ni odes so far 2. 
south endauger ships bound for the north? 
It seems to us that if the grouuds for appre: : 
hension are reasonable aow, they huve E 
reasouable all along, since the first bate 
men was incerdéerated. For them,’ 
was no intervention. - There was. 
in earlier cases cargo declared by 
be contraband; but we are told 1 
were justly punished because ther was 
risk then of Russia being able to etiforcé 
own proclamation. Truly, i 
must still be high if its Fleet 0 
coast is to be conside 
threatening similar cargoe 
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fto‘Japan. It was just as likely to catch 
7 them when it was at Madagascar; but no 
s matter, it is being talked of 
$ fore the-men have now reasonable ground 
for their fears. If they have, their prede- 
ceasors had ; and if the recent offenders gé 
free, something seems owing to those who 
preceded them to gaql. : 


A REAL YELLOW PERIL. 


——-———- ‘eer 
(Datly Press, 25th April.) 

Realising how diffleult it is to suggest, 
and still more hopeless to secure, a remedy, 
it is with a feeling of melancholy that we 
refer to the case of the European women 
who arrived in this Colony on Saturday, 
after escaping from a life of concubinage, 
and virtual slavery, in a Chinese com- 
munity. However much such people may 
have alienated our respect, whatever they 
may have done to repel our sympathy, it is 
impossible that we should forget their 
race ; and quite out of the question that we 
should fail to feel keenly the degradation 
which they have brought to it. The injury 
to the prestige of the White race, the 
demoralisation in tone of the Yellow which 
such relationships encourage, the cruelty to 
“the innocents who represent the natural 
consequences of such mésalliances, these 
are things to which we cannot shut our 
eyes, unpleasant and distasteful though the 
subject may be. The temptation to regard 
be notorious Australian colour prejudice 
as unreasonable is strong; but, perhaps, if 
+ we knew all that is to be known, we might 
see method or, at any rate, meaning in the 


madness which we are often led to ascribe |. 


- toa sort of extreme Trades Unionism. Two 
"of the cases just forced upon our attention 
originated in Australia. In the island con- 
tinent, the Clinaman to all appearances 
makes a peaceable, law-abiding, industrious 
and thrifty citizen. Unfortunately, whether 
it is that the immigration restrictions 
prevent him while there from marrying his 
own countrywomen, or that he sees superior 
attractiens inthe women of an alien race, 
he has begun to show an increasing tén- 
dency to espouse the latter. We should 
naturally assume, even if the fact were not 
admitted, that the poor creature he selects, 
and who is foghiati enonigh to respond to 
his overtures, is not the best representative 
of either her race or sex. If marriage be 
a lottery under normal conditions, it 
must ten-fold chancey in the case 
of the mysterious, inscrutable stranger, of 
whose antecedents and connections nothing 
is known. Yet, toour despair, and to the 
despair of all who have any conception of 
the evils involved, these ill-advised contracts 
take place. Their consequences, as we have 
suggested, are so wide reaching that we 


cannot afford to comfort ourselves by 
thinking that as certain persons make their 


-own beds, they must lie upon them. It is 
no satisfaction to reflect that fools deserve 
the consequences of tolly, for those conse- 
quenges are, unhappily, not confined to those 
who set the causes to work. We feel that 
some very rigorous action, something quite 
unconstitutional if necessary, should be 
« taken to prevent any recurrence of incidents 
like these. Academically, it may be that 
the returning Chinese emigrant, who brings 
With him a foreign wife, may be no scoun- 
drel after all, by design at all events. He 
may mean well enough; and may even 
* consider that what is good enough for his 
« kinswomen is good enough for any. We 
fear that he may even have.been encouraged 
vin such sophistry by the cackle of the 
‘ well-meaning idiots who persist, under one 
;. banner or another, in prating of the brother- 


hood and equality of man. The status of 


and there-- 
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the Caucasian and the Coloured person may 
be all one in a future state. We know 
nothing about that.. We do know, however, 
that in this life the difference is sufficiently 
serious to make these mixed marriages 
politically and morally impossible. Their 
Ways are not, our ways, ag the unfortunate 
refugees now in the Italian Convent have 
discovered by sad and painfal experience, 
The question is being asked locally what 
ought to be done with them. The most 
practical suggestion that occurs to us is 
that they should be taken back to Australia, 
and there employed as “ awful examples,” 
as missionaries to warn any of their 
sisters who might be tempted to a 
similarly misguided adventure. The 
unsavouryness of the topic ig no doubt 
responsible for the fact that such things 
are hushed up, instead of being, as 
they obviously should be, blazoned through- 
out the places that permit them to occur. 
As the Rev. Mother Superior has told us, it 
is largely ignorance that sends these women 
toa fate that, properly advertised, would 
make the most reckless of them shudder 
and hesitate. We have heard of exceptions 
to the rule, of foreign wives happily mated 
with educated Chinese hiubande We can 
admit that such cases exist, and we 
can refrain even from expressing our dis- 
approval on the strength of some few such ; 
but the general weight of evidence is 
against it, in principle and in practice ; and 
we hope that the final lessons of experience 
may never be obscured by ranting idealists 
who are only forgivable because they know 
not what they do. ‘ 


AN UNTRUSTWORTHY SERVICE. 


—__—_—__—— 
(Daily Press, 26th April.) 

Two billions, fivehundred and ninety-seven 
millions, six hundred thousand—that was 
the estimated number of letters delivered in 
the United Kingdom during the year 1903-4. 
Add postcards, newspapers, and other kinds 
of postal packets, and the grand total 
attained is put at 4,300,900,000. The 
average number of letters delivered to each 
person was 61.2; or of postal packets 
generally, 101.3 to each individual. Of all 
these only 26,707,983 were undelivered, 


“for want of proper addresses,” Any one 
of those undelivered missives could be traced 
on enquiry, so perfect.is the system and the 
administration of this colossal concern. 
The number of letters going astray, or of 
enquiries for letters alleged to have gone 
astray in the post, is so small in proportion 
to the quantity handled, that it would re- 
quire several decimals to give the correct 
ratio. So profound is the confidence of the 
general public in the Post Office, that ifa 
person is satisfied that his letter has 


actually been deposited in any one of the 
22,850 post offices of the United Kingdom, 


he or she has no further concern as to its 
fate. It is, granted that it is a 
addressed, a practical certainty that it will 
be delivered in due course to the right place 
and party. Only nineteen millions of letters 
were registered last year, a further indication 
of publie confidence ; and the number is said 
to be decreasing. A|] classes of unregistered 
packets, except newspapers, show an in- 
crease, The increase per cent. in the 
volume of postcards was as high ag 25°5 per 
cent., chiefly due, of course, to the picture 
postcard craze. Slackness of trade, and the 
great extension of the telephone system, 
affect the volume of post office business in 
England ; but there is no recent record of its 
ever having suffered by reason of lack of 
public confidence, 

The Hongkong Post Office is a fleabite 
to the G.P.O., and the statistics of its 


7? oo 
turnover, were they available, would 
appear contemptible in comparison with 

e figures just quoted. Yet to Hong. | 
kong, consideration of its system and 
administration is of greater interest and 
importance than those figures from the 
Home country. Its revenue last year was 
$66,541.08 less than the estimated receipts, 
$475,000. The sum of $816,756.56 
($31,484.44 less than the estimate), was 
expended. The profit on last year’s work- 
ing of the local post office is thus shown to 
be $91,702.86. We have just elaborated 
and emphasised the British confidence in 
the British post office. In view of ithe 
amount paid locally for its services, and in 
view of the profits it is making, we have ‘a 
right to ask if there is a corresponding 
confidence in the local system and admini- 
atration. If there is not, we may anticipate 
a decrease. Locally, the chit-coolie will 
then threaten purely local postal business, 
as the telephones have done in the large 
cities of Great Britain. We do not profess 
to speak at present for the whole public of 
Hongkong; but we are in a position to 
announce that in certain quarters there is 
not the feeling of confidence there ought to 
be, but a growing feeling of distrust. Com- 
plaints in the Press have been so numerous 
as to provoke a remonstrance from the 
Postal officials, who said on one occasion 
that if the public would make its complaints 
direct, they would be more sure to obtain 
results. We would very much like to be 
informed -how many private complaints 
have been received and dealt with last-year, 
or in the first quarter of the present year. 
We make these observations now in the 
hope that an official enquiry will be made. 
In the meantime, we would be glad to 
receive communications from correspon- 
dents, either confidential or for publication, 
of reasonably authenticate ! cases of letters 
etc., going astray. We will not refer to the 
complaints from North China and Jepan 
about the local” method of despatching 
mails. That can wait. We will not dwell 
upon the notorious fact that the locul post- 
men, when accosted by an énquiry if there 
be any letter for the speaker, are in the 
habit of cheerfully handing over to Tom, 
Dick, or Harry the whole bundle, and 
bidding him “ look-see.’’ We may, 
however, mention two typical instances 
to illustrate the indictment that will 
be forthcoming if there be any proper 
enquiry, and if the public offers evidence. 
In the first case, an old and trustworthy ser- 
vant was sent to a pillar box not fifty yards 
from the house to post a letter for town 
delivery, It is certain that it was correctly 
addressed and sufficiently stamped, both 
from the evidence of the sender and the 
admission that no such letter is detained at 


the post office. It is almost humanly 
certain that the letter was posted as alleged. 


Complaint was addressed to the Postmaster 
on 10th April, two or three days after the 
posting, and - elicited an enquiry as to who 
posted the letter. No further report has 
been received, and the missing letter has 
not yet reiched its destination a few min- 
utes distant. In the second instance there 
is another local letter missing, certified to 
have been posted in person by the same 
European to whom the first was addressed. 
It was posted ut six p.m. on the 2ist inst., 
in the hend-office-box that is labelled “ town 
delivery ’; it was correctly addressed to a 
praia house Be ad mp ; varia it 
was properly stamped. ag not ye a 
delivered. it should perhaps be stated that 
another letter posted at the same time and 

lace, also for town delivery, was received 
Ey the addressee about eleven o’clock the 


next morning. This case has not been — 
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reported to the local post-office. So little 


satisfaction is the outcome of the trouble 
involved that it is unlikely to be so reported. 
Our point is that the failure of only one 
letter, properly stamped and addressed, to 
reach its addressee, is regrettable ; that two, 
within a short period, belonging to one 
citizen, going astray is a very bad sign; and 
that the presumption is that such cases are 
more numerous than is suspected. Is it 
possible to discover to what extent these 
disturbing fears are well founded? In case 
the post-office is not in a position, or 
refuses, to divulge the number of com- 
plaints received in a given period, may we 
_ rely upon the public to offer what evidence 
it can in its own obvious interests ? 


CORRECTED IMPRESSIONS. 


phi Nai ie OW RAS ee ES 
Daily Press, 27th April. 

It would probably be difficult to find a 
better illustration of the manner in which 
national character is apt to be misunderstood 
than that which is afforded by a comparison 
of the estimate which was made in former 
days of the relative merits of the Japanese 
and the Chinese, with what has been since 
proved by the test of facts. It was long 
believed that the Japanese, while possessed 
of much quickness of intellect, were inferior 
to the Chinese in svlid judgment and 
staying power, which are of so much more 
value in the practical affairs of life. The 
best authorities were in the habit of speaking 
of the Japanese as a bright and friendly 
people, but one by no means to be compared 
with the Chinese as to perseverance and 
soundness of judgment. Such was the 
view, which was given by a well known 
official, who had been many years Chargé 
d’Affaires in Japan, aud had also had 
lengthened experience, in various positions, 
of the Chinese. It would, however, be 
interesting to know what those who held 
these views would say of the Japanese in 
the light of more recent: events, in which, 
beyond any question, the Japanese have 
shown themselves possessed, in a marked 
degree, of the particular qualities in which 
they were supposed to Le lacking, and which 
were attributed to the Chinese. So far as 
the Japanese were known in former times, 
there seemed some sort «f ground for im- 
agining that they wight be merely an 
imitative people, and were inclined to adopt 
changes rather too rapidly to be relied upon 
as likely 10 be adhered to. In this respect, 
however, probably the common error was 
fallen into of imagining that those who 
come to conclusivus with au appearance of 
rapidity uecessarily do so superficially. 

his, however, by no meana follows. There 
are many people who have the power of 
deciding both rapidly and accurately ; while 
it may buppen that conclusions apparently 
arrived at without much reflection, are 
really the result of long and careful 
study of the subjects to which they apply, 
though not in connection with the parti- 
cular circumstances which call forth a 
special judgment with regard to them. It 
has now been shown that the Japanese have 
all along been much more - masters of 
political facts than was before supposed. 
The Chinese, on the other hand, hae 
always assumed an air of grave deliberation 
which has caused them to be credited with 
more wisdom than they really possessed. 
The idea, however, that the Japanese were 
superficial has been etitirely dissipated of 
late ; and it is indeed strange that such an 
opinion should have been so long entertained 
even by people of large knowledge and obser- 
vation. Russia has, of course, been among 
the most conspicuous of those who have 
misunderstood the Japanese. It is. only 
fair to admit that it is a to be wise after 
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the event, and that Russia was certainly 
not alone in this mistake. In speaking of 
the character of the Japanese, care must be 
taken not to fall into the common error of 
estimating a whole nation from particular 
classes. At the present time the popular 
estimate of the Japanese is in many ways 
defective from this cause. There is a 
marked difference in tone between the 
different classes, which ought not to be 
overlooked. For example, in merely com- 
mercial dealings the Japauese, speaking 
generelly, are not found to be so reliable as 
the Chinese. On the other hand, in official 
and international matters they are far more 
reliable—being in these two respects 
precisely the opposite of the Chinese. 
Those who judge of them merely from their 
knowledge of the official classes, and of their 
public acts, may be apt to overestimate the 
probity of the nation as a whole, while others, 
coming to their conclusions merely from 
their commercial intercourse, are likely to 
fall into the opposite error. The latter 
defect will probably be corrected by time, 
So shrewd a people will discover that 
reliability is a valuable asset in busi- 
ness, and that in the main it is good 
policy to adhere rigidly to obligations, a 
fuct which has certainly been fully recog- 
nised by the Japanese in official quarters. 
In other directions, there are many people 
who are inclined to attribute to the 
Japanese as a whole people both virtues 
and faults upon a very slender knowledge 
of the true state of the case. Some have 
gone to lengths of admiration which appear 
absurd to those who know the actual facts, 
and who must smile while half informed 
enthusiasts expatiate upon Japan and 
Japanese civilisation as if they were actually 
in advance of anything the world had ever 
seen before. Looked at, however, collec- 
tively, and in their national life, the 
Japanese undoubtedly have shown quali- 
ties which command our admiration and 
respect, anl among these uot the least 


is au instinct for justice unusual 
among Asiatic peoples. If convinced 
that a line of action is right they are 


not disposed to allow side considerations 
to influence them ; and on the other hand 
they are not disposed toalter their policy until 
they have thoroughly considered the whole 
of the faets, pro and con, with reference to 
it. The“idea that sach a people had only 
adopted a thin veneer of civilisation was 
cherished by Russia long after other nations 
had perceived that there was something 
much more svlid in the changes which had 
been adopted; and the events which have 
occurred since the outbreak of the war must 


have convinced all who are capable of con- 
viction, that.the notion that Japan is likely 


to recede from the position which she has 
taken up in respect to modern progress and 
civilisation must be finally abandoned. In 
this respect many people have judged of 
Japan by analugy with China. The latter 
has so repeatedly made a show of advance, 
and after a time returuved to her old-world 
ways, that those who judged upon this 
basis might easily be mistaken, and might 
conclude that the progress in Japan was as 
much upon the surface only as much that 
has been mistaken for progress in China 
has often proved to be. This view, how- 
ever, hasesbeen now shown to be very wide 
of the fact; and no-one can doubt that 
the Japanese have well thought out what 
they were doing in the changes and 
reforms which brought them int» line with 
European nations, aud, having deliberately 
adopted that policy, they will adhere to it, 
and continue to advance in the direction in 
which they have made so wonderful a 
beginning, 

, 
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(Daily Press 28th oie | . OE 
A very pretty study is o .to soci & 
logists, hiclogiats, moraliste, and politicians; 
({mperialist or otherwise), by a collation ofS 
the birth and death rates of the world. Aw 
yet, all the neces figures are not obtains 
able, the average birthrate for China, fo 
example, eapan to be represented by : 
“x” Victims of the Yellow Peril nervous -% 
fever would be particularly, interested in a 
discovery of this unknown quantity, for a _ 
reason that will presently appear. Every- ao 
body knows in a general way that elephants - 
are not so prolific as mice; and pietistawho —~ 
know that the round world was made for 
man’s enjoyment, congratulate themselves 
upon the excellent arrangements that 
appear to have been made for their comfort 
and safety, When Herserrt Spencer 
established as a principle of biology the 
“ antagonism of individuation and genesis” — 
2 principle now admitted into ‘the 
category of scientific truisms—he drew 
attention to a _ startling fact. Not 
only did this rule of infecundous ariato- 
cracy apply to the animal kingdom 
generally: it applied also to the spaciés. 
The more highly developed becomes the ~ 
individual type, the less easily does:-it 
recreate itself. Darwin’s line of develop- 
ment by selection of affinities seems to have 
its terminus in a cul-de-sac of Nature’s 
ordering. The ascent of man, like the rise 
of the Tower of Babel, is subject tesa 
mysterious limitation, The relevance of all «: 
this becomes apparent when it is announced 
that, according to population statistica,, the 
Caucasian seems to be reaching the myster- 
ious limit. The study becomes pew 
when we realise that the fact and its res 
can be regarded in various ways. Presideat 
Rooskvett with his “race suicide” 
alarum, takes the evidence as proving that, > 
Bert Harte had reason for asking if the’ 
Caucasian were “ played out.” Sociologists. 
see in the same figures a bright and chear- | 
ful evidence of the high point of develop- 
ment that civilisation has attained. They 
say that life must now be worth living, 
and the nation happier, even if it be « 
not so numerically strong as before... ; 
Curiously enough, Russia and Japan are. - 
the only “civilized” peoples whose birth- - 
rate is not diminishing. In France, we 
have been told often enough, the birthrate - 
is lower than in any other civilized country, 
and the Government of the Republic, far - 
from rejoicing at this hall-mark of typical ° 
advance, is alarmed and resorting to various j 
political measures of combatting the » 
decrease. In Germany the same feature ; 
is observable. The ave birthrate of 4 
Berlin has steadily fallen since 1875, j 
having declined from forty-five per thoa | 
sand to twenty-eight per thousand in ; 
| 
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the last’ twenty-five years, The “race 
suicide” «appears also in Great Britain, 
The average birthrate for 1903, published 
last month as 27-9 per thogsang, ie | 
the lowest yet reached. In the’ last. | 
quarter of a century the natural increase” | 
of population by births out-numbering: | 
deaths has been reduced from 15°09 per= | - 
cent. to 12°39 per cent. Imperialists call. | ; 

t 

! 


it degeneration; the Spencerians are pleased.“ 
with it for the reasons already outlinedi, ; 
But it is the Australian figures which? - 
alarm the Yellow Peril fulk. An Austria # i ag 
lian Commission has discoyered that the® | = 
population of the island continent .is #. 
million less than it ouglt to be undér 
natural progress. The Australian woman | 
waits much longer to marry than formerly. 

Japan’s birthrate has in ten years risen = | 
from 26°8 to 32°7 per thoysand. They=are, =. 


% be: issue 


May 1, 1908.] 
likethe Australians, civilised; but apparently 


have not suffered the physical deterioration 
that comes of life in big cities. Pathologi- 


eally, they are toughey. Their population. 


increases fast, but Australia’s decreases 
faster still. Hence the “Yellow Peril.” 
Other interesting speculations might be 
found in the differing standards of sexual 
morality of the old and new civilizations ; 
and it is feasible also to compare the obvious 
merits of the coarser clay of a new civiliza- 
tion with the physical unfitness of the old 
which plumes iteelf on the dizzy altitude to 
which its finnicking conyentions are sup- 
posed to have elevated it. But as these 
points threaten to become too abstruse, we 


may leave the philosophers to wrestle with 
them. 


ARMY AND PRESS AT 
HONGKONG. 


—— 
(Daily Press, 29th April.) 

We have been invited to tell an officer of 
His Dinieety ® army in Hongkong how we 
were able to make our yesterday’s announce- 
ments regardi military movements. 
We protest that this is a most unfuir 
thing to expect, if it ever really was 
expected ; for it has always been exceedingly 
difficult to obtain naval and military 
intelligence in Hongkong; and, in our 
experience, impossible to extract it from the 
. Officials themselves. Why, then, should they 
expect a newspaper to tell them all they 
would like to know? While we welcome 
the official annoyance as in a great measure 
confirmatory of the truth of the news we 
published, we regret for more than one 
reason the distress it appears to have caused 
to officers who feel that they are, quite 
unjustly, under suspicion ; and in the spirit 
of fairplay we have made the concession of 
announcing that) not one of the officials 
- concerned was guilty of a breach of trust, 
or of whatever namé+the authorities like to 
call the offence of communicating to a news- 

per. Another reason for our regret is 
that the higher officers seem to have such 
a poor opinion of the morale of their 
service, an opinion which we do not share. 
If British officers were bribable, or could 
be induced in any way within our means to 
divulge information of interest, we have no 
doubt that, heinous as it sounds, some news- 
paper might te tempted to avail itself of 
such a source of information. For our part, 
we have too high an opinion of the British 
officer to endeavour to corrupt hin, even 
aippoane wa were disposed to descend to 
such methods. That no such thing goes 
on in Hongkong is abundantly evident in 
the dearth of this particular clase of news, 
and the complaints sometimes made of 
official reticence even in cases where informa- 
tion would be of interest publicly, and non- 
prejudicial officially. After all, what are 
these official ‘“ secrets” about which 
fuss is sometimes made? Things that 
anybody, loitering in the right place 
at thagight time, can see for himself; and 
when the newspaper reporter has the proper 
“savvy,” knows all the circumstances of 
_ the “crisis,” understands what is usual 
and probable in such circumstances, it is 
not a superhuman tusk to put two 
and two together and make three 
and three quarters of it. For the item 
which -has apparently rendered the 
loyalty of the Ordnanes staff suspect, we 
were In no way indebted to the Ordnance 
Service at all, When it is learned that 
ee are being mounted somewhere in 
: ongkong, it does not gaa a gift of 
seoond.aight to see and say that they would 
: by the Ordnance Department ; 

and if the Ordnance Department were 
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doing anything, it would be only common 
sense to declare that they had-receivéd orders 
to do it. In the same way, when a British 
officer betrays an intense anxiety to learn 
if any of his command have said something, 
it requires no prescience to be assured that 
they are suspected of having done so; and 
when we know that they haven't, we may 
argue that somewhere higher still is an 
officer who believes quite erroneously that 
they have, or such enquiries would never 
be made. We have just expressed our faith 
in the integrity of the British Army Officer. 
History not yet stale, as well as this local 
incident, debars us from crediting some of 
them with half the ability for working out the 
sum of 24+2=— X, which other smaller men 
enjoy. IRfevery button on a military tunic 
is to be an official secret, the sooner Hong- 
kong copies India or.Japan the better will 
they preserve their absurd “ secrets,” for 
the apprehension of which a bicycle and a 
notebook would be much more cheaply 
efficacious than any scheme to corrupt the 
soldier-men themselves. 


THERAPEUTICS IN CHINA. 


(Daily Presa, 1st May.) 

Tur Inspectorate General of Customs for 
China is an institution whose existence 
is a thing of joy to both White and Yellow ; 
and the latest yellow and white publication 
of the Statistical Department is almost 
enough evidence to persuade us that, with- 
out any other raison d’etre, its function as 
& purveyor of information about things 
Chinese gives it an all-sufficing cachet. 
This second number of the “special series ” 
will, we hope, he followed by many more. 
Tt deals with a number of special medical 
reports conceraing China. It «ppears that 
a suggestion was made to Sir Ronert [arr, 
the Inspector General, that he ought to 
take advantage of the Tavourable position 
occupied by the Customs Establishment, for 
procuring information with regard to disease 
amongst foreigners and natives in China. 
He accepted the suggestion, aud each half 
year the valuable information so obtained 
is to be published. “If carried out to the 
extent hoped for,” he says, “the scheme 
may prove highly useful to the medical 
profession both in China and at Home. and 
te the public generally.” And, to quote 
his own words again, “considering the 
number of places at which the Customs 
Inspectorate has established offices, the 
thousands of miles north and south and 
east and west over which these offices are 
scattered, the varieties of climate, and the 
peculiar conditions to which, under such 
different circuinstances, life and health are 
subjected,’’ we think the veteran sinologue 
and “ philosinimist ” might have substituted 
“will” for “may” without transgress- 
ing the rules of modesty. The first eleven 
reports contain even for the layman much 
information of absorbing interest. Dr. J. 
H. McCartney, dealing with Chungking, 
where the gun-boats stay three fourths of 
each year, calls it the healthiest port on the 
river. In one case of small-pox, a child 
contracted the disease by playing with a 
cat which had been nursed by another 
patient. Hot sunshine on fresh excava- 
tions started an epidemic of malarial fever. 
The Doctor furnished a shocking photograph 
of a Chinese woman with a tumour 
weighing 82 bs. 6 ozs. Her own weight 
was not much more. Dr. J. S. Grant 
credits Ningpo with a record year of 
disease, seven foreigners out of 95 
succumbing. He suggests that the remittent 
and typhoid fevers of China may be 
so similar that mistaken diagnoses are 
easy. Wenchow, of which Dr. W. E. 


PLUMMER reports favourably; was distin- 
guished by an -epidemic of ‘cerebrospinal? 
meningitis, now rife in Germany and North 
America. There:were many deaths. Plague 
is unknown at Wenchow, although there is 
frequent junk intercourse with Foochow. 
According to Dr. H. M. McCanptuss, 
Hoihow is remarkably free from disease ; 
but his report, having little information to 
offer, includes some pertinent comments op 
Sir Rosert Hart's scheme, showing how it 
must benefit the Chinese ultimately. Pos- 
ters telling the Chinese necessary things 
about the causes and symptoms of epide- 
mics are recommended. Surgery in this 
district seems to be the chief feature. After 
describing some critical operations, Dr. 
McCanop.urss concludes : — : 

“Surgeons to the Chinese learn after a ° 
while to enjoy elation with reserve. As for 
a casein point: the writer operated about 
10 years ago and coustructed a nose, tak- 
ing tissue partly from the forehead and 
partly from the cheek, and congratulated . 
himself on his success. ‘Two months ago 
the man returned with another complaint, 
and I found that the nose had shrunken to 
a most inconsequential knob.” ; 

There follow Dr. J. H. Lowry’s short 
report from Pakhoi, another from Mengtz, 
by Dr. G. Barsezireux, and one from Dr. 
Ram Litt Srrecar at Tengyueh, in which 
a Chinese method of inoculation (‘ blowing 
the scabs of small-pox vesicles up the 
nostrils of children”) is described. At 
Wuhu, treated by Dr. A. Saarp DEANE, 
foreign vaccination is much more popular. 
Very numerous illnesses of foreigners on 
steamers travelling up the Yangtsze were . 
noted, and it is suggested that owners of 
steamers ought to provide some accom- 
modation here for their cmployees and 
passengers who need it. The only place at 
present is Dr. Hart's surgical institution ; 
and we quite agree that it is not fair to 
crowd it with infectious and other cases, 
the number of which is increasing almost 
every day. Dr. Davenport’s report on the 
health of Canton will be reproduced shortly. 
This first number of a very useful new 
series closes with Dr. BarBeztnu®'-clinical 
notes on leprosy, irom observations care- 
fully made in Yunnan. 


SUPREME COURT. 
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Thursday, 20th April. 


In BANKRUPTCY. 


BEFORE Sir H. 8S. Barxevey’ (CHIEF 
JUSTICE). 


Myr. R. A. Harding petitioned that a receiving 
order be made re Wong iuk Wan. The 
assets wore $61,500 worth of property carrying 
mortgage to the extent of 347,000, and the 
debts were $25,000. 

An order was made. 

Mr. Almada e Castro, on behalf of a creditor, 
petitioned for a receiving order re the property 
of two Chinamen who have been carrying on 
business uader the style of the Li Fung, gold 
leaf merchants, No. 63, Bonham Strand. The 
assets were $5,<7rg value of certain trade marks; 
and $120,000 «<£from various persons, of - 
which $40,000 weScecoverable. The liabilities 
amounted to $250,000. 

An order was made. 

. In the case of the Li Hing firm exparte Man 
Po, Mr. F. Paget Hett, on behalf of a patition- 
ing creditor, asked for a receiving order. The 
assets amounted to $1,235,983.55, and lisbilities 
$1,050,000. The firm had made acts of bank- 


ruptey. 
ye order was made. - 


In Summary JuRispicrion. 
Brerorn Mz. T. Smecomsz SMITH 
(Puisnn JUDGE). 

CONTEMPT OF COULT—PERJURY. 

Cheang Moon Chai clsimed $25, money 
deposited for due performance of a lease. The 
defendant, a fishmonger, (denied receiving the 
money and said his name was not Tse Fuk 
‘Lim, as stated, but Tse Ping Fuk. He called 
three witnesses, two of whom said his name 
was Tse Fuk Tim. 

His Honour—lIt is quite obvious you bave 
been lying hard. Have you any reason to give 
why you should not go to prison P . 

Defendant—I should ask to have the case 
adjourned to get legal advice. 

His Honour repeated bis question. 

Defendant—I do not see why you should 
send me to prison. 

His Ionour—The reason is, you are not 
speaking the truth, I give judgment for the 
plaintiff with costs, and I give you fourteen 
days’ hard labour. 

YOJACHK v. YON UFFEL: 
UFFEL. 

Judgment was given in this case. Mr.H. W. 
Looker appeared for the plaintiffs, and Mr, 
H. E. Pollock, K.C., instructed by Mr. 
Hursthouse (of Messrs. Dennys and Bowley) 
for the defendants. 


PILLIS ¥. VON 


His Honour said:—These are two 
actions brought by Vojacek and Pillis 
against the eame defendant Von Uffel. 


They were heard together, because their 
cireamstances overlapped and they were based 


on ‘like claims to remuneration for services 


rendered. Both plaintiffs must succeed but not 
to the extent of the whole amount of their claims 
for $400 and $250 respectively. The defendant 
was sued in his private capacity and not as a 
rtoer in the firm of Schwer, Uffel and Co. 

t appears that, for some time past, the defendant 
had been blamed by his partners in Kurope for 
his manner of conducting the business in the 
East and that watters oulminated in an un- 


auccessful action for dissolution of partnership 
being brought in Hamburg. The claims of the 
two several plaintiffs are for remuneration for 
work alleged to have been done by them in 
- helping defendant to prepare answers to the 
complaints made against him in his partnors 
letters and to the charges formulated in the writ 
in the Hamburg action which was served here 
on the 6th December, 1904. The claims further 
relate to work done in the preparation of 
copies of & private code to be used by the 
defendant for working with agents other than 
his partners in Europe, who be alleges, were 


not carrying out the partnership agreement. 
The defence to the claims is threefold. First 
it is contended that the defendant is wrongly 
sued in his private capacity because the work 
done was done for his firm. Secondly, it is 
«onteoded that there was no express contract to 
pay for any extra work done, and that the case 
of Bell v. Drummond 2 Peake N.P. cases 45, lays 
it down that a clerk engaged on a fixed stipend 
is not entitled to further remuneratian if his 
. -work increases, unless there is an express con-. 
tract by his employer to py for such extra 
work. Thirdly, it was said that the amounts 
claimed were grossly in excess of the value of 
the time and labour expended by the plaintiffs 
on behalf of the defendant, if the Court 
held that the work was done for the defendant 
in his private capacity. These were the 
grounds of defence applicable to both claims. 
As regards Pillis, there was another defence, 
viz: that he had already been paid, because Von 
Uffel had handed money to Vojacek to pay to 
Pillis. I have come to the conclusion that 
various sums totalling $185 were from 
time -{o time handed by defendant to 
Vojacek to pay to Pillis and were not 
so paid. Butit a master bh money to one 
servant to be paid to a second’servant and that 
first servant fails in his duty, the master 
is clearly liable to pay the second servant, 
and has a remedy against the first servant. 
As regards the three general defences already 
mentioned, I am of opinion that when a 
partmer is called upon by bis other partners to 
give explanations of how the business is being 
conducted, such partmers may call on the 
servants of the firm to do the extra work in- 
volved im laying the affairs of the firm before 
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the absent ers, and that such servants are 
not entitled to additional remuneration unless 
it has been expresaly contracted for. I cannot 
therefore allow any portion of these two claims 
which relate to work of this nature: for I hold 
that Von Uffel made no promise to remunerate 
for such extra work. But when it comes to the 
servants of a firm being employed to do extra 
work in helping one partner to prepare his 
defence to an action brought against him by 
the other partners, I am of opinion that these 
servants are no longer working for the firm 
but for the individual partner as a private 
rson, If such work is done with the know- 
Tedge and sanotion of the one partner, the law 
implies a promise hy him to pay reasonable 
remuneration for services thus rendered. The 
case of Bell v. Drnmmond is therefore clearly 
distinguishable from the present cages. As 
already intimated, I agree with the third 
ground of defence that the claims are both far 
too large. With respect to the private Code, I 
cannot be influenced by the views of the defen- 
dant as to whether it was being prepared for 
the firm or for his private use. By the terms 
of the partnership agreement, his partners in 
Europe were to be the firm's agents in Europe. 
This prohibited the defendant from employing 
other agents in Europe. And so long as the 
So endured, the defendant was not at 
iberty, without the consent of his partners, to 
employ other agents. Such consent was never 
iven. Therefore, it was only in a case of 
issolution of partnership that the defendant 


| would be entitled to appoint new agents who 
would be his agents or the agents of any new | 


firm which might be constituted with him as a 
partner. I am of opinion, therefore, that the 
work on the private code was work done for 


Von Uffel in his private capacity. 

In the case of Pills, I allow 65. That was 
the sum which the defendant ssys he told 
Vojacek to pay to Pillis up to the 15th January, 
after which Pillis did irm work, if any ad 
If this sum had: not bsen enough, I am sure 
Vojacek would not have cefrained from demand- 
ing more. And though Pillis was the servant 
of Von Uffel, yet his work was done under the 
superintendence of Vojacek. 

As regards Vojacek’s claim, I must preface 
my finding by saying that I think that Von 
Uffel has given the more reliable account of 
what ocourred. I need not say more. I find 
that Vojacek did some work for Von Uffel in 


connection with the private code; but it was 
very slight work. For it I allow him $10. 
Vojacek also helped Von Uffel to prepare for 
the trial of theaction in Hamburg. He worked 
at this for about a month from 6th December 
to say the luth January; but that he worked 
on an average 5 hours overtime a day for that 

riod, I do not believe. Moreover, T hola that 
Fe was never paid at the rate of $1 an hour or 
at any other rate, for overtime work for the 
firm. He is wrong, therefore, in computing 
‘his claim on the basis of §1 an hour. 
I am aware that overtime work is more highly 
paid than work in ordinary hours. But 
allowing for that, I am of opinion that a sum 
of $59 will adequately compensate him. He has 
received $185 out of firm money to be paid to 
Pillis and has not paid it. That sum may have 
to be accounted for later: but I cannot set off 
firm money against money owing personally from 
Von Uffel. There will, therefore, be judg- 
ment for Messrs. Vojacek and Pillis for $60 
and $65 respectively with costs. There will be 
two sets of costs up to the hearing, but only 
one set of costs for the hearing. 


Wednesday, 26th April. 


In SumMMARY JURISDICTION, 


Brrore Me. T. Seecomsn Surrn 
SNE JUDGE). 


LI FUNG MAN ¥, TAM CHAK U AND TAM 
SUN TING. 

This was a claim for $1,000. due on an alleged 
promissory note dated 30th July 194, given by 
the first defendant to the Lai Fung Bank, and 
secured by the second defendant and endorsed 
to the plaintiff by the said bank. Mr. C. E. H. 
Beavis (of Messrs, Wilkinson and Grist) appeared 
for the plaintiff, and Mr. Almada e Castro for the 
defendants. ; 


Mr, Beavis said be understood thet 
ment was not a promissory note and, therefore, 


not negotiable. 
Evidence for the plaintiff was led. 
Mr. Almada called no evidence. 


The arguments are set out in His Honour’s 


the onl 


point Mr: Almada raised was that the doou- © 


~ 


he pete 
js Honour said:—This action is between 
L a 


i Fun 
Chak U end Tam Sun Ting. Tam Chak U 
signed a document in favour of the Lai Fung 
Bank, and Tam Sun Ting was guarantor of 
that document. That document was endorsed 
by the Lai Fung Bank to the Era who 
sucs the maker, T'am Chak U, and the original 
rantor, Tam fun Ting. The document is 
in the following words :— 

(I) havenow borrowed from the Lai Fung 
Bank the exact sum of $1,000 in current bank- 
notes. It is optional to exact re-pay- 
ment atany time and no default will be ; 
This is proof. . 
Guarantee for re-payment 


Tam Sun Ting : 
Kwong Sui 80th year 6th moon 18th, day 
(30-7-04) 
Tam Chak U 
True handwriting; 


(Endorsement on the back) : 

The money in this note please hand over -to 
Li Fung Man to receive. 

Kwong Sui 80th year 12th moon 18th day 


(28-1-05) 
Shi Wan Chi handwriting 
(Chop) The Lai Fung.” 

The defence is that this document is nota 
negotiable instrament: that only the original 
party, the Lai Fung Bank, to whom the dovca- 
ment was given, could sue u m it and that, 
therefore, the present plaintiff, Li Fung Man, 
not being ‘the party to whom the document 
was e ought to be non-suited, because 
he has no cause 


maker and guarantor. 
the only way by which a cause of action 


could accrue to the plaintiff would be by a 
written notice of assignment given to the 
origina] debtors. 

I remembered in the course of argument 
that a few years ago I delivered judgment in 
an action very similar to the present, and on 
looking up the records I find that in that 
action No. 1,056 of 190), Chan Yik Cho ¥. 
Chan Po Shan, the plaintiff claimed from the 
defendant $600, money due on a promissory 
note, dated the 7th April 1900, made and given 
by the defendant to one Li Lui Chin and 
endorsed over by him to the plaintiff. The 
only difference between that document and the 


one in the present action is that the following 
words occur in the document the subject of the 


= action :—‘No default will be made.” 


of action against the 
And it is said that 


Jn the docoment the subject of the former 
action these words did not appear. It is 
argued for the plaintiff that these words make 
and that they are words from 
which a promise to pay on demand can be 
implied. That is, those words read with the 
words which immediately precede them, mean 
“You can come and ask me for this money at 
any moment, and when you ask me for this 
money I will promptly pay you.” 

In the former action I reviewed the 
authorities at some length, and I msde these 


remarks :— 


all the difference, 


“These five cases are the only cases which 
“J can find in the reports in which an 
ae lication of a promise to pay. has been 
a“ deduced from language whioh did no}, contain 
“ an explicit promise to pay. 

“ Bach of these five cases contain words which 
“ manifestly indicate that an act is to be done 
“by the person who gave the instrument: from 

this is inferred a promise to perform that 
“act, The money is to be paid by the giver of 
“the instrument: or the giver directs himself 
“to pay the 
“pay on demand. 


mor or natin ev is ~to 
0 ciple governing 
or t where 


d the nt one. of 
deciding the old action I felt regret, thet I was 


” 


P -tiay 1, 1005, 


s 


¥ < compelled to come to the decision to which I 
2 - wee bound 


% 


- 


to come on the authorities before me, 
~and if Ioould have seen my way to read into 
that document an implied pro to pay I 

* should have done so. 
pasha lh the a of per for leave 
to s inst my decision which was filed 
in that action was withdrawn, and the decision 
of a higher court upon a question of great 
oonsequence to Chinese commercial documents, 


- called Kit tan, was not obtained. 


I think that the difference between the 
documenta is vital and that the words “No 
default shall be made” contain an implied 
Shigella on demand. I think it is quite 

ir to place the following constriction on the 
second sentence of the present document :— 
"Tf you como and ask mo for payment at an 
time I will make no default in payment; 
‘will pay you there and then.” That amounts 
te a promise to pay on demand, and enables 
me to do what is desirable, vis., to uphold a: far 
as possible these documents current amongst 
Chinese. While I in no way depart from my 


decision in the former case I am prepared to 


uphold that « cause of action is made out in the | 


present case and that the plaintiff must succeed. 
I hope tha defendants, if the 


the Fall Court and obtain the decision of the 
highest oourt in the Colony ss to whether 
dosuments like the present one are promissory 
notes or not within the meaning of our own 
ordinances. It is very desirable that we should 
‘have this important matter settled. 
decision on appeal went s 
party for whom I give judgment it may be 
necessary for the Chinese to abandon their 
mt form of borrowing notes and bring 

them into conformity with the English law, 
relating to promissory notes. 

Mr. Castro asked for a stay of execution for 
ten days. 

His Honour assented. 


Thursday, 27th April. 
In SUMMARY JURISDICTION, 


Berozgy Mr. T. Ssxcomss SMITH 
(Puisns JUDGE). 


LI U LAN VY, HUNG LAN FIRM. 

In this action Mr. O. D. Thomson appeared 
for the plaintiff and Mr. Dixon (of Mr. John 
Hasting’s office) for the defence. 

The plaintiff claimed $602, $552 being the 

balance of rent and taxes due from the'defendants 

_ in respect of premises No. 149, Des Vooux Road 

Central, and $o damages done by the defendanta 
to the said premises. 

After hearing evidence for both sides, His 
Honour in giving judgment reviewed the case. 
He said that 9450 of the claim was for double 
rent, claimed, under Statute 11 of George 2, 


_ on account of the defendants failing to hand 


over the premises after having given notice. 
It was proved that due notice was given by the 
defendants to the plaintiff, n tice that it was 
the intention of the defendanta to give up 
their tenancy on the first day of the s:cond 
Chinese moon of this year. Whan the 
plaintiff went to the premises, however, on the 
stipulated date he found the ground floor door 
-locked and, therefore, could not get in. 
There were, moreover, some signs of ocoupation 
in the shape of some rope seen’ inside the 
house on the ground floor. The question arose 
as to whether the defendant was liable for this 
double rent, because he had not delivered up 
jon at the time contained in the notice he 

had sent. The ordinary rule was that the 
tenant must, on the orxpiration of his 
 tenanoy, deliver up the premises . peacefully, 
for ss landlord breaking into premises 
rendered himself liable to an indictment 
under a charge of forcible entry. Under 
these circumstances His Honour was of opinion 
intiff was entitled te receive this 


If the ! 
inst the present ‘ 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT: 
Friday, 28th April. 


ry 


In SUMMARY JURISDICTION. 
Brrorn Ms. T. Sexcomse SMITH 
(Puisngn JUDGE). 


HOTEL CHITS. 

The Hongkong Hotel Company, Limited, 
sued Freiwald Vojacek for $37.67, owing by 
the defendant for board and chits. 

Defendant asked the Manager of the hotel 
Mr. A. F. Davies) to produce the ochits, 
amounting to between eight and nine dollars, 
mentioned in the bill. 


The hotel shroff gave evidence that defendant 


| tora up the chita after looking through them. 


Hig Honour, to defendant—Do you want to 
go into the witness box ? 

The def-ndant hesitated. 

His Honour—I advise you not. If you tell 
any untruths 1 shall send you to a place you 
won't like. 

The defendant not giving evidence or call- 
ing witnesses, judgment was given against him 
with costs. } 

A QUESTION OF SIGNATURE. 


are not} Mr. R. A. Harding appeared on behalf of 
satisfied with this jadgment, will take it up to ! Chan Sik Ngan, who su 


Wong Ma Shi for 
$909.30, due on a promissory note. 

Mr. Harding contended that though the pro- 
missory note was not signed by the defendant, 
a woman, but by her gon, it wa: signed on her 
behalf. 

According to the defendant the sou was up 
country and not likely to return for some con- 
siderable time. 

His Honour—Suppose I borrow $590 from 
man and I cannot write, and someone else signs 
my name, it might not be proved that I am 
responsible, She can always make her mark. 
It appears that the money was lent to the 
woman’s son, and the parties got him to put his 
mother’s name to the promissory note, knowing 
her to be a woman of some property. 

After hearing the evidence, His Honour 
said :—It has not bzen proved that she borrowed 
the money. signed the note, or anthorised her 
son to do so. Judgment for the defendant 
and costs, 


MARINGS MAGISTRATE'S 
COURT. 
> —_— 
Wednesday, 26th April. 


Brerogms Hon. Capt. L. A. W. Barnes 
Lawrence, R.N. (Marine MaGistRATe). 


CONTRABAND CARGO AND REFRACTORY CREW. 
ELE 

Robert Forsyth, Master of the British 
steamer Beech/ey, proceeded against twenty-one 
of the crew for impeding the progress of the 
ship by refusing to proceed to sea in the waters 
of the Colony on the 24th instant. 

Robert Forsyth, sworn, stated. At 7 p.m, 
on the 24th instant when preparing to proceed 
to sea from this port, the members of the crew 
now in Court came aft in a body requesting to 
know the destination of the ship, as if she was 
going to Japan, they refused to proceed. On 
being informed that the port of destination was 
Nagasaki, they collectively and individually 
refusel to proceed, giving as s reason that 
Shanghai was the port they signed on to go to. 
I pointed ont to them that they agreed to 
proceed to Shanghai and or any other 

laces within the limits of 75 deg. North and 
0 deg. South. By so refusing the said members 
of the crew have prevented the clearing of the 
vessel. At 7.30 p.m. I again sent for these 
men and asked them to reconsider their decision, 
at the same time offering them a bonus of one 
month’s wages per man, so as not to delay the 
ship, They sgain absolutely refused to proceed. 
At 5 pm. on the 25th instanj the aforesaid 
members of the crew were mustered and asked 
if (as they had stated) they thought there was, 
danger of being seized by vapeur or Russian 
vessels of war. In the event of such happen- 
ing I guaranteed t indemnify them for loss of 
personal effects, and to secure their wages till 
their return to the United Kingdom, they 
would fulfil their agreement and proceed in the 
ship. They one and all refused to scoept any 
mak offer. 
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* The agreement was here 
clause affecting the case is as follows ;—=“ 


ae agree to proceed to any ports or places. 


wi the limits of 75 deg. North and 
60 deg. South, commencing at Ponarth and 


proo g thence to Shanghai and or any ~ 


other ports within the above limits.” 

J. Misok, Boatswain, stated:—I signed on 
last February to proceed in the vedsel from 
Penarth to Shanghai. When the ship arrived 
in Drrban, I heard a rumour that she 
was going to Hongkong for orders, and on 
arrival here I came aft with the other hands 
and asked the destination of the ship. 
The Captiin informed us that she was 
going to Nagasiki, and we told him that 
we refused to go, becauseit was a dangerous 
thing to do, and we might losa one lives. 

The remainder of the men stated that the 
foregoing remarks expressed thuir own views, 
and they refused because they were afraid to 
proceed, 

Captain Forsyth, reoilled: ~My cargo was 
shipped at Penarth for Shanghai. When the 
man signed 6n no questions were asked by them 
—when the agreament was exp'ained ~neither 
has any question been asked, nor any troublo 
given, until arrival at this port. 

J. Misok, Boatswain, recalled :—The rumoar 
wo heard at Durban about the ship's going 
to Hongkong for orders, camo from the Chief 
officer. We were aware that Russia and 
Japan were at war when we signed on. We were 
also aware that.coal is considered contraband of 
war by those countries. The Captain gave us 
to understand that the coal would be discharged 
at Shanghai. ; 

Mr. Holm, carpenter, said:—Before signing 
on I asked the Chief officer, with whom I had 
served hefore, if the ship was likely to go to 
Japan. Hoe replied that if the vessel did go to 
Japan or Russia there would be no harm in so 
doing. 

By the Court:—I served in the Beechley on 
her last voyage, when she mye a similar trip. 
The coal was discharged in Shanghai and we 
then took in“a cargo for the south from Moji. 

His Worship, in summing up, said :—There 
are points of view affecting this case which 
have to be taken into consideration. The first 
is that you deliberately signed article: to 
proceed to certain latitudes which embrace 
both Asiatio, Jiussian and Japanese ports, at a 
time when you knew those countries were at 
war, and when you also must have been fully 
aware thatyour cargo —coal, isregarded by those 
countries as “ conditional contraband,” and yot 
you wait until within measurable distance of 
your final port cf discharge, which: you wera 
ae aware was in the Far-East, to create 

ificuties which have involved serious delay 
to your ship, and consequent loss to her owners. 
In knowledge also of the faot that similar 
difficulties had been created daring some consi- 
derable period before you signed on by other 
crews, yet you have deliberately chosen your 
own time to make representations on the subject 
now, instead of doing so when—before signing 
on—you had the opportunity. jI assign no 
reason for your act beyond the. statements 
you have made, but to show yon the 
difficulties that sometimes occur in judging, 
these cases, I would point out that in one or 
two previous instances, where men have been 
similarly circumstanced, they have since declared 
that they were “put up jobs” before they 
signed on, with the intention of obtaining 
passages home spent in idleness, and to sue the 
owners for full wages to the time they arrived 
in England. 

The second point requiring consideration is 
how far owners can be expected to go in having 
it stated on the agreements that their vessels 
are carrying contraband, for apparently without 
some such statement attitudes such as you men 
have taken ap are rendered possible, An 
agreement to this effect in the ships’ artioles 
would condemn the cargo, if captured, without 
question; and running of contraband would 
practically have to be abandoned. If the 
reassning power of crews during the earlier 
stages of the war were at fault when signing | 
on, it can hardly be contended that it is the | 
wea now, twelve mouths later, when men must ~ 
.-) 
‘hainalvon to. No conclusion, that I ‘am 


aware of, has been come-to in England. as to® ° =F 


how these cases should be treated, but the line 


be aware what they sare committing: 


ae 
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- I have consistently taken, since the commence- 
ment of the-war, has been (and this is the third 
consideration I allude to) what risk is likely to 
be encountered in the voyage between Ho gkong 
and the port the vessel clears for. If a 

ssibility of capture and a personal danger to 
ife may reasonably be thought to exist, | have 
not—in, spite of the foregoing considerations — 
enacted the fulfilment of thie agreement. On 
the other hand, where no apparent risk can be 
shown, I have eudenvoured to point out to 
those concerned, and usually wi‘h success. that 
it is their duty to proceed; othorwis: they are 
liable to punishment. 

There is, however, one point un'ike others I 
have dealt with, in your case, which has to be 
considered. It has transpired, and I have the 
declaration before me. that the coal your ship is 
carrying is not intended for either of the billi- 
gerent flee(s, but is consigned to a firm in Naga- 
a saki. Before coming to a decision I desire to 
= give you men an opportunity t» consider your 
: position from the stind points I have 
placed before you, with a view to affording you 
an opportunity of returning to your duty. 
This the men refused to do, aud His 
Worship continuing said :— 

Although‘T have a statement to the effect that 
this coal is not intended for the use of either 
belligerent fleet, | have had to consider whether 
such statement would or would not be-sufficient 
to prevent the ships’ detention in the erent of 
her capture, on the ground that such coal was 
being taken to a Japanese port. Such detention. 
until the case was tried by a Russian prize 
court, might reasonably te said to involve 
risk, and this beiig so, I am not prepared 
to insist that the men should proceed. 
On the other hand I am not going to allow 
the severance of your connection with your 
vessel, and have therefore made arrangement. 
with Captain Forsyth, that you will be maint- 
_ained in the Sailors’ Home here until your vessel 
returns to port, failing which, other arrange 
ments will be made for your future. 


Es 
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COMPANIES. 
———_— + ——— 
GEO. FENWICK & CO., LTD. 


An extraordinary general meeting of Messrs. 
Geo. Fenwick & Co. Limited, was held at ths 
Hongkong Hotel on the 25th April. 
Mr. A. Rodger was in the chair and there 
were also present Messrs. Hart Buck, W. G. 
Winterburn, W. Farlane, .J. R. Forbes, J. R. 
McCorgqguodale, J.D. Kinnaird an&J.I. Andrew. 
= ‘ The CHAIRMAN—Gentlemen, this ex(raordin- 
ary meeting has been called as you are no do «bt 
all aware, to propose and if thought fit, to pass a 
special resolution, which has been well advertised 
in the local newspapers. But before reading, 
and formally proposing the resolution, I would 
for your information like to make a few 
preliminary remarks. In 1902 the Hong- 
kong Government began to put pressure 
on us to remove -from our present works 
at Wanchai, by giving us notice of two 
eaxs, to cease pursuing a noisy trade in 
hat locality, and to our surprise on looking 
up our crown lease, which is for a term 
of 999 years, we found it stipulated that no 
noisy or other objectionable trade should be 
carried on there. As we are assured, that the 
same trade of Engineering, etc., had been carried 
on in the same premises for something like 
forty years, and as we were not then prepared 
: to cease working or to remove elsewhere, 
we laid our case before one of the best 
legal authorities in the colony, and while 
his opinion was that recing this trade of 
Engineers, etc. had been so long carried on 
there, that the Company acquired the property 
to continue the trade then carried on, 
and which had for so many years been in 
existence and that the Government had re- 
gistered the Company for this specific pur- 
pose, that he was of the opinion that we could 
resist with a fair show of success if the case 
came before the Court; but that all things 
considered, he recommended that we should 
take the earliest opportunity of removing to 
another locality, and realizing that when the 
projected reclamation in front was begun and 
that we could not possibly get permission to 
on our business on the new reclamation, 
the present premises would be quite unsuit- 
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able for us being removed so far from the 
water frontage. Your directors then began to 
seriously examine various localities, where we 
might find a new and suitable place, and after 
much inquiry, examination and consideration, 
we finally decided that a site at North Point 
was the most suilable for ns,and after some delay 
iu making and agreeing to the necessary 
arrangements required by the Government, we 
finally acquired this site. 8 slated by the 
then chairman from the chair at one of our 
ordinary meetings some threa years age, 
temporary arrangements had been made to 
finance the scheme, and on the 30th June last, 
we issued a circular letter to all the shareholders 
notifying them of the land acquired, and of 
the necessity of increasing the Capital of the 
Company from $150,000 to $450,00) and 
inviting suggestions from {them for our 
guidance in carrying the proposed scheme 
through. It is perhaps unfortunate being 
compelled to. call up new Capital at this t me 
when money is so scarce; but we trust it may 
ba more plentiful by the 3th June, the date on 
which payment becomes dune, It is our 
jutention to issue 6,000 shares at twenty- 
five dollars each fully paid up, so that 
each registered shareholder will have an oppor- 
tunity of taking up one new share for each old 
share he holds when the new shares are issued. 
Shonld we be successful in disposing of our 
Wanchai property at a good figure goon, we do 
not purpose issuing the remaining 6,00 ' shares. 
This property isin the market, and judging 
from the opinion expressed by the acting Direc- 
tor of Public Works atthe Sanitary Beard 
meeting some months ago that the inland lot 
occupied by No. 3 Police Station, Wanchai, 
would if sold by auction fetch 86 per square 
feot, we are hopeful that our marine lot 
of 42,0U0 square feet held on a 999 years 
lease and carrying the proposed reclamation 
rights will fetch a good price some day soon. 
The new site we consider a most suitable one, 
the advantages of having a works on the Hong- 
> kong side of the harbour are great, and the 
electric tramway passing the premises has 
enhanced its value. Wa have a water frontage 
of £00 feet, with a depth of about 20 feet at low 
tide, and are hopeful that with brisk trade in 
the Colony, and good management, the under- 
taking will be a success; but it must be ex- 
pected that until the place is completed and in 
good working order, we can hardly anticipate 
being able to pay the usual !5 per cent. dividend 
on the increased Capital. The new shares will 
rank equally with the old shares so far as 
dividends are concerned from the Ist July, 1905. 

The CHAIRMAN then reid the foliowing 
resolution :— 

“That the Capital of the Company be 
increased from $15'),00) to $450.000 by the 
creation of 12,000 new Shares of $25 each ; that 
6,000 of the said new Shares be offered to the 
parties who on the 29th day of April, 1905, 
shall be Members in propor ion to the existing 
shares held by them; that the full amount of 
each of the said 6,000 new shares taken up be 
paid to the Company either (without interest 
thereon) on or before the 30th day of June, 1905, 
or (with interest thereon st the rate of $12 por 
cent. per annum from the 30th June, 1905, to the 
| 14th August, 1905, or for such lesser period as the 

Directors shall from time to time or at any time 
determine) on or before the 15th August, 1905; 
and that the remaining 6,000 new shares be 
! offered to such parties, at such time or tim’s 
and upon such terms and conditions as the 
Directors shall think fit and determine.” 

The CHAIRMAN—If any gentleman present 
| wants any further information I will be pleased 
to give it to the best of my ability. 

There were no questions. 

The CHAIRMAN moved and Mr. FoRBEsS 
seconded the adoption of the resolution. This 
was carried. : 


The CHAIRMAN—We have asked Mr. Hart’ 


Buck to rejoin the Board of Directors and I 
am pleased to say that he has accepted. Thank 
you for your attendance, gentlemen. 


THE SHANGHAI MUTUAL 
TELEPHONE CO., LD. 


The Directors have to report satisfactory 
progress in the shape of new telephones con- 
nected with the Exchange and in the conduct 
of the service generally. 


Ts 76,937.91 which the 
should be distributed 
manner :— 


Directots' and Auditor's Fees .. 
Secretary 
Pay four taels per share to share- 
Raise the Reserve Fund to Tis. 


Carry forward to new account . 


The amount available for 


and General Manager ~ 


1,764 Telephones at Pls. 2 3,598.00 


holders, equal to 8 per cent. .., 26,6 0.00 


90,090 by placing to it ... 


—_—_— 
Total .. Tis. 76,937.01 


ii 


"HONGKONG NEUTRALITY. 


eee 
EXTRAORDINARY PREPARATIONS. 


Honykong’s duty is obviously to maintain 
neutrality, not of the benevolent French 
kind, but of the strictest. Some facts 
gathered on April 27th indicate thit the 
Authorities are fully awake to their 
responsibilities. = 

The Ordnance Department received 
instructions, we learn, to issue four (4) 
twelve pounder (12 cwt.) quick firing guns; 
which were to be mounted on Stonecutters 
Islind yesterday (Thursday) afternoon. 
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H.M.S. Ubion is being repaired rapidly, s 4 
The Fleet is now said to be to the south. & ; 
wird of the island The Hardinge & 4 
(transport) has been detained, guos até = =£) . 5 
being issued ; and everything points to the- & Z 
fact that the (tuvernor, the Admiral, andthe ¢ ' 
General are on the alert; and determined <¢ : 
to be ready, forcibly if necessary, to prevent § s 
‘any breach of neutrality. El og 

The prevailing. feeling in naval aud ts z 
military circles yesterday was decidedly one es 
of anxiety and unrest, =| x 

THE “ HARDINGE”’ DETAINED. 7g 

The transport Hardinge, an which the § 


g 


93rd Burmas embarked on April 27th has 
not yet left the harbour, and we learn that, 
owing to the presence of the Baltic Fleet in 


the vicinity His Exce.lency hesitates at 


een ad 


pre-ent to allow the transport to sail. It is 
not supposed that the Fleet would moles, : 
the transport, but the reason for the deten- : 
tion of the ship is probably to be found in | : 
zonsiderations of policy regirding the a! s 
strength of the forces of the Culony at the a 
present time. a 
The R.LM. s.s Dufferin, now on her way * 
from Hongkong to Taku with Indian ; 
reliefs, ought to return to Hongkong with ‘: 
troops shortly. Unless the Baltic Fleet a 
has by that time passed to the north, these ~ * a 
inay also be detained at Hongkong, i be 
 TANGLIN ” SIGNALLED BY RUSSIAN i “2 
ORVISER. es 

‘The Norddeutscher Lloyd a8. Tanglin arrived 8 
from Saigon on April 20th with a cargo of rice. ee 
The chief officer said that a Russian Hospital ‘e ar 


ship had called at Saigon and purchased 50,000 
francs worth of provisions, Tho general feeling ° 
at Saigon is that the Baltic Fleet is in excellent 
condition, well provisioned and likely to put 
upagiod fight. As far as can be judged the 
Russian policy is to wait for fall reinforcemants 
before proceeding north. There is a -very 
strong pro-Russian feeling in the city, and a 
general idea that should the Japanese be 
victorious conditions for foreigners will become 
unbearable in the F-r Hast. 

While steaming on the passage from Saigon 
to Hongkong, off the Annam coast, a Russian 
craiger shot out from the direction of Vung-ro 
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Bay and signalled “What is your cargo?” 
After the Tanglin’s reply the Russians wished 


her a pleasant voyage. 
It was to be presumad that other ships of the 


Fleet were in. Vung-ro Bay, which iss besuti- ; ° 
immedia' th of : 


Z 
f 


Ca eo forming. splondid. haven, of 
8 arela, forming. & ndi ven of | 
peo in bad weather. A military fort - 


refu 40 
gla) inhabite1 by acaptain, two lieutenants - 
a about pecnty fies native soldierg is.sifgated 


Pyro ed 


on the western bank, being connected with the 
intecior by a narrow path over hills. There 
is no local trade except by janks and 
‘ native produce, The latter, very cheap, 
consists of pSultry, fruit and vegetables. 
Indo-China currency is the standard, bat 
Chinese or other money is acceptable. A 
plentiful water supply flows from the back- 
aod highlands, and a ticket of virgin 
erest strotches across the country. 
The following Government notificition. (No. 
225.) was issaed :— 
It is hereby notified that the terms of the 
’ Proclamation made by His Excallency the 
Governor on the 17th November, 1904, under 
the Military Stores (Prohibition of Exportation) 
Or tinance, 1862, will henoeforward be strivtly 
enforced with regard to ooal, except with 
regard to- such bunker coal as shall bs supptiod 
to any vessel with the consent of ths Harbou- 
Master. 


By Command, 


H. May, 
Colonial Secretary. 
~ Colonial Seoretary’s Offlos,. Hongkong, 20th 
~~ April, 1905. t 
HOW CAMRANH BAY WAS LEFT. 

From private sources comes a story for which 
we cannot vouch. It is to the eff-ot that a 
-French officer went off to the Armada in the 
Bay, and explained that he and his comrades 
would be delighted to welcome Admiral Rozh- 
destvensky toa longer stay; but that pressure 
from Paris necessitated tho ru ieness of request- 
ing as hasty e departure as possible. Glistening 
moisture in the eyes of the French officer 
convinced the Admiral of the sincerity of tha 
gentiments expressed. Formal notifications he 
had calmly ignored, but this personal anp-al 
touched him. He held out both hands, the two 
mon embraced each other. Orders were issuel. 
Next morning, at daylight, the Armadta was 
not to be seen, only two ships remaining. : 

A “CONSPIBASY OF SILENCE” IN TONKIN. 

We are informed by a correspondent that 
telegrams to be dispatched from Tonkin have 
now to be viséd by «4 censor. 

We n tice, too, that a writer in the Hanoi 
paper, Avenir du Tonkin, refers to a 
“Conspiracy of silence.” An article headed 
“Courrier de . Hanoi” begins with words 
to this effect: “The Russian Fleet has 
been for some. hours anchored here in 
the Bay of Anoam, and we know nothing. It 
is the conspiracy of silence. We can under- 
stand very well that the Goverament must 
show itself to be discreet, but there are 
moments when an official communique becomes 
necessary.” The writer of the article fears the 
effept which the presence of the flet might 
have on the native imagination. ; 
REPORTED SALE OF A FRENCH 8TEAMER TO 

BUSSIA. 

The Saigon correspondent of the Avener du 
Tonkin states that the stesmer Hridan has b:en 
sold privately to Russia by the Messageries 

itimea, She loaded coal and 250 bullocks, 
and left Saigon on tha 17th inst. “‘ but not to 
revictual the Descartes,” All she had of value, 
such ag armament, was taken out, as well as the 
effects of the crew. Only one officer remained 
on board with the bare number of sailors 
necessary for the navig .tion of the vessel. The 
co mient also states that the Mpdnjak1, 
belonging to the same Company fal been 
notified to take off the crew of the Mridan in 
Kemranh Bay. Probably, the correspndent 
adds, a Russian crew will take possession of the 
vessel there. It is said that the M. M. Co, 
sold “ this old ruin” for 60,000 piastres and that 
they have done an excellent stroke of business. 
REVICTUALLING THH RUSSIAN SQUADRON. 
A Saigon contemporary of the 19th inst says: 
“ Several more vessels yesterday left our port, 
going to revictual the Russian squadron. The 
rallying place appears to be Kamranh.” 

A LITTLE “AFFAIRE” AT SAIGON. 

Tho following story of “ misadventure” 
which befel an employee in s commercial house 
at Saigon is told in a Tonkin sara tte 
Thoemployee having made an important delivery 
ad ae ou board the Russian hospital-ship Orel 

some difficulties with the officer who 
reoeived the goods. He remained on board for 
the purpose of adjusting the difference ia the 
course af His Foye down the river. As 
nothing was seen of the man of commerce when 


his retarn was expected it was believed: that he 


> 


OHTN'A OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


had not lofi. the ship with the pilot at the Caps 
but had continued the voyare. But he did leave 
the ship at the Cane with the sum that he went 
to reosive for provisions supplied by his firm, 
more than 20,00) francs. 
A PRAYA ‘ BUNDBR 
A rumour was afloat on April 26th that on of 
the steamors of a well known ling, o urying 8 
cargo of provisions for the Baltic Flee’, wished 
to clear at the Harbour Office, and that the 
Harbour Master refused to grant a permit. 
Rumoocr want on ¢> say that she left port with- 
out ber claarance papers, but was intercepted by 
a British craiser which hal bsea communicated 
with by means of wireless telegraphy an | ordered 
to retarn to Hongkong. N representative of 
the Daily Press yesterdsy interviewed the Hon. 
Captain Barnes-Lawrence with regard te this 
matt -r and learnt that it was a fiction, ‘‘ What 
yu have probably heard”, said the Harbour 
Muster, “is abort a smill French coastal steamer 
which had 150 toas of bunker coal aboard with- 


out my permission. The agent came to clear 
her, but I would not grant a permit until he 
made the necessary apptication to me for 
permission to carry the coal. This bsing done, 
the clearance was granted.” 

BRITISH CRUISERS. 

Thres battleships and two cruisers of the 
British Fleet, which were seen by th» Captain 
of the s.a. Ceylon in the vicinity of Mirs Bay 
on Tuesday, were yesterday seen by Captain 
Hannah of the s.s. Calchas, which arrived from 
Singapore, steaming in a south westerly 
direotion near Lingting Island. : 

BOKOTO ISLANDS, 

On April 14th, it was announced in the 
Tokyo Offeial Gazette that the Law of Siege 
will be enforced in the Bokoto Islands, and 
their vicinity, uotil further notice. 


STRANDING OF THE 8.8. 
“KONG NAM.” 


: e+e 
PILOT JEOPARDISES HBR SAFETY. 

The following gentlemen, confirmed as a 
Mariuve Court, mat at the Harbour Office on 
the 27th April to ‘enqaire into th» circum- 
stances connected with the stranding of the s. 
Kong Nai on Capsing Island on the Sth instant, 
viz.:—Hon Capt. L. A. W. Barnes-Lawrence 
(President of the Court), Judge D’Arcy (Com- 
mander H.M.S. Albion), Captain J. G. Spence 
(sa. Lightning), Captain P. H. Rolfe (ss, Yuen 
Sing) and Capt. J. J. Loissius (s.s. Kin Shan), 
Master Mariners. : 

_The first witness was Charles G. Frampton, 
Master of the Kong Nam, who deposed :—On 
the night of the 5th April I left the wharf at 
715 p.m. on a voyage to Kongmoon and the 
West River. We proceeded down the South 
channel to the stream of the anchorage at Green 
Island. Myself and a native pilot were on deck 
also two’ Chinese at the wheel. When I 
clearei the shipping I told the Pilot to 
set the course socross Capsuimun N. W. 
half, W. This was done. My compass is 
correct. When I was abreast of Chang Hue 
Point we wore still stearing the same course, 
and heading for the pass. I left the deck for 
aboat four minutes, and let the Pilot run the 
veasel himself. I told him before I went, to 
look out for the red light on Mahwan Island 
When I returned for'ard I found that he had 
hauled out West, when he should have set up to 
the Nor’ard. There were junks in the vicinity 
when I left the deck. After I had been there 
about five minutes J said “ Hallo! Where's the 
red light ?” It appears I mistook the big 
Mahwan Island for the small one, as I could 


” 


wasa quarter of a mile off, and immediately 
reversed the engines and went full speed 
astern. I had about 250 souls on board the 
ship, so I did not try to got her off, as I had not 
enough boats. Weswung the two boats out, and 
I told the passengers not to gat frightened. I 
then sent up rockets and at 9.15 p.m. the first 
steam Igunch came. I sent as many 5 
as possible away in her. During the time I sent 
this launch to Hongkong the Hankow aod other 
boats sent over to see if I wanted assistance. 
The last-lot of passengers was taken off at 2.15 
a.m. on the 6th with all their baggage. During 
this time I found the water was gaining 12 


By the Court: 
befora the ship strack. The Pilot of the boat: 
is left to 
Hee am io doubt, I question him about guy- 

ing. 

Witness continuing :— When the ship struck 
I communicated with the owner in Hong- 
kong at the earliest opportunity. The 
arrived at noon on the 6th. He made. 
inquiries and returned to Hongkong to make 
arrangements for salvage. On the 11th instant. 
the draft of the vessel floating was 8 feet 6- 
inches aft and 6 feet 3 inches forward. The 
ship came off on the afternoon of the 11th 
when the draft was 6 feet forward and 3 foot 
aft. She was towed into Hongkong, and is 
now afloat. 

By Commander D'Arcy: I was travelling at 
a speed of about nine knots after clearing the 
shipping. 

itness continuing: What the Pilot did 
when I went away he would not tell me. He 
has since runaway. Having been up four times 
with the same pilot, I hai perfect confidence 
in him. Tho only answer I could get from 
him as to how he -got out of the course was-~ 
“fave made a mistake.” I have been 
master of the ship for four months, and 
have made four trips in her, I did not reduce 
speed, as I thought I was olear. 

Th ohart of the course was here produced 
and the position verified by the Court. 

By Commander D'Arcy : When I rung down 
to go full speed astern, the engines answered 
satisfactorily. 

To Sai, Quartermaster, declared :—I was 
steering on the Kong Nam on the Sth A 
from this port to Capsuimun. I was steering 
when the ship went ashore. When I left the 
harbour the pilot told me to steer N.W. half 
W. I did so fora short time, and then the Pilot 
told me to steer N.W., which course I kept for 
about ten minutes. The course was then altered 
to N.W. half N. on the Pilot's instractions, and 
I steered in this direction for another ten 
minutes when the course ordered was N.W. 
one point north. Fhis operation lasted 
five minutes. The Pilot then told me to 
alter the course to starboard a little, and 
afterwards to port. The direction of. my 
steering, accoriin, to the compass, when the 
shio struck, was west. I do not know why the 
Pilot continued to alter the helm, as I did not 
see any other ships in sight. I gave ten 
minutes as the time I steered the various 
courses bec ause the Pilot told me to do so, 


Captain Frampton recalled, explained the . 


si he- had taken to find the absconding Pilot. 
he Court, after sbout half-an-hours con- 
sideration, found as follows:—The s.s Kong 
Nam which left Hongkong on a voyage to the 
West River took the ground on Capsing 
Island at 8.6 p.m. on the 5th. instant 
remained there until the forenoon of the llth 
instant, when she was towed to Hongkong and 
laced on the slipway.” She was found to have 
on strained, ani to have a hole in her bottom. 
It appears from the evidence that the safety of 
the ship was in the first instance j 
by the Pilot altering the course during the 
Master’s nat gaat A abe fate deok beara 
a2 apparent reason. 8 udgmen‘ 
tha Master was foul in not having reduced 
the after finding that the course was, 


al 
identity of the island ho was ap 


Court was of opinion, however, that it was not: 


necessary to deal with the Master's cortificaté:-:+ ~ 
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"HONGKONG PRODUCE AND THE 
IMPERIAL INSTITUTE. 


a oo 
Correspondence concerning the re-organisa- 
tion and enlargement of the Hongkong Court 
at the Imperial Institute is published in the 
" Hongkong Governanant Gazette. His Excellency 
the Governor has placed a collectfon of articles 
of Hongkong and South 
manufacture in the hands of the Ragistrar 
Geticral. Mr. Sutcher has twice visited the 
Imperid Institute and has carefully inspected 
the: Hongkeng and other Coorts at the 
Imperial Institute which he was 
by the Superintendent, Mr, W. G. Freeman, 
whogave him much information respecting the 
details of arrangement, etc. The desirability 
of somewhat extending the area of the present 
spent allotted to the Hongkong Court, which 
ould be at least doubled in order to include 
the additjonal exhibits and to show these better 
than is possible in the pcan cram ped space, 
is suggested. The Colony contributes a total 
annual sum of £36 17s. 0d. to the general 
e s of the Imperial Institute and the 
u seas of the Court, and it is suggested that 
ia contribution be correspondingly increased. 
The work of the Imperial Institute is to. 
me ged and illustrate the natural resources. 
and industries of the Colonies and India, to 
promote by scientific and technical investiga- 
tion the commercial atilisation of the raw 
materials of the Empire, and to supply full 
information concerning the Colonies and 
Dependencies and their resources. In 1903 
the Imperial Institute was transferred by Act 
of Parliament to the control of the Board of 
Trade, 1t is put forward that the 
Hongkong Court affords an opportunity of 
bringing to the notice of commercial men, and. 
others, a representative collection, not eal of 
the products and manufactures of the Colony 
iteelf, but also of the products of China. This 
idea-is already attained to & certain extent, as 
the atiached catalogue of exhibits indicates. 
Much, however, remains to be done. To this 
end the accompanying notes on the present 
condition and requirements of the Court are 
intended as suggestions, which, if carried out, 
“would render the Court more representative of 
the producta and resources of Hongkong and of 
its t importance as an entre-pét of Chinese 


-His Excellency the Governor thinks that the 
question of extending the area of the space 
allotted to the Hongkong Court and of corres- 
pondingly increasing the contribution from this 
Government had best be considered when the 
new collection is received in London. 

———_—SSX!_ 


MISGUIDED WOMEN. 


A BEAL YELLOW PEEIL 

Three whife women and’ their half-cas‘e 
children, who were assisted by Custom Honse 
officers to escape from their Chinese homes up 
the Weat River, arrived here on April 22nd by 
the a.s. Shunlee. Two of them are Australians, 
and the third is from Chili Two of the 
women and their children were taken in by the 
Ttalian Convent. In their Chinese homes they 
wera beaten and generally treated baily by the 
tive first wives, who made them work in 

the flelds and do other servile work. They 
were kept in close custody, one of the 
Australian women having thus suffered for six 


—- 


ears. 
: A Duily Press representative on April 23rd 
interviewed th: Reverend Mother of the 
Italian Convent. She said it was not aa 
unusual thing for refugees of this description 
49 come from the interior. They gessrally 
- belonged to the unfortanate cla-s of women, 
because it wss seldom that one found them 
married. In Australia the Chinaman deceived 
these low-class women with promises he 
_ never intended to fulfil. When she arrived 
in the interior ahe found herself one of several 
“wives” a position most repugnant to any 
” gight-feeling white women. The inevitable 
consequences. follow. As the Rev. Mother 
od it:— Indeed, [these poor women 
receive their punishment in this world.” 
"The Reverend Mother said she intended to 
apply: to the. 


Benevolent Society to send the 
women beck to their respective homes. She did 
not know how the Commonwealth Government 


va 
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would gegard the children, but it seemed to be 


the duty of the community to do something. 
Most women helped in this way showed but 
little gratitude, but the Reverend Mother cited 
one exception. Some years ago & Maaritius 
woman thus sought refuge at the Italian Con- 
vent and, through the Hon, Mr. A. W. Brewin 
was swnt back to her country. Every year 
that woman wrote expressions of gratitude to 
the Convent. She was a very ignorant, but 
not a vicious women. 
The Reverend Mother admitted that it 
seemed to her dndesirable for Eur peans to 
Chinese, but said that when such counioe 
approached a priest it was clearly his duty 
to marry then rather than let them live 
in sin. te appears very easy for Chinamen to 
marry (if they did really marry the women 
they lived with) Europeans in Australia, The 
Convent rece'ved Eurasian children as pupils 
without question. — 
During the last few days thirteen, destitutes 
have been admitted into the Italian Convent. 


One was a Chinawoman who had been robbed, 
and there were three native children 
speaking an unknown dialect. “ Almost 
every day destitutes are admitted,” con- 
tinued the Reverend Mother. We are so 
full that it has been found necessary to put 
beds in the corridor. ‘‘ We are building an 
extension to accommodate 150 children. We 
have not sufficient funds to pay for it, but 
God will see to that. The money is not required 
for luxurious living or fine clothes.” 


rE 


’ A QUESTION OF PORT LAW. 

The Captain of the R. I. M. 8. Hardinge was 
sou ciel before Mr. F. A. Hazeland at the 
Police (‘ourt on the 29th April:to say why he 
neglected to put rat flanges round his ship 
while lying slongside the wharf. 

The Captain stated“ that on the 25th ulte 
P. C. 58 boarded his ship and asked the officer 
of the watch why he had not his rat flanges 
ont. The officer replied that the Hardinge 
enjoyed the statas of a ship of war, and the bye- 
laws did not apply to it. The constable told 
him that it was necessary to put the flanges on, 
and the officer again stated that he «id not 
know the bye-lawsapplied toa Government vessel. 
The officer of the watch reported the matter 
to the first lieutenant who went to the Manager 
of the Kowloon Wharf and Godown Company 
and asked if he would supply the necessary 
flanges. The Manager said he would, but did 
not send them down. The lieutenant again 
called to remind him about the matter and the 
manager promised he would see to it, but failed 
to do so. He had neither received direct. 
information from the authorities nor a copy of 


the bye laws of the port. The ship, which 
belonged to the Indian Government, had never 


been here before. 

His Worship: [ understand the Wharf and 
Godown Company always put the flanges up, 
but do not understand why there was a refusal 
in this case. = * 

Inspector Langley: We don’t know anything 
about the arrangements ships make with the 
Company, but bold the ship responsible. 

The Captain: The first lieutenant did every- 
thing in his power to get the flanges. When he 
saw the Wharf and Godown manager he was 
asgured by him that they would be put up but 
they were not. I submit I should have received 
official information. 

Inspector Langley: When merchant ship 
comes in she is supplied with a copy of the Port 
Regulations but this ship, having the status 
of a ship of war, was not supplied. 

His Worship, to the Captain: If you sre 
coming into port again, I should advise you to 
seo the Manager of the Godown Company. 

The Captain: If the Police had informed me, 
I should have seen that the matter was attended 


to. 

His Worship: In a case like this the Police 
must see the Captain of the ship. 

The Captain: The offloer of the wateh 
perhaps exceeded his suthority in discussing the 
matter with the Police constable. However, 
there shall be no question about the matter next 
time we arrive. No offence was commi 
with intent. 

His Worship: I cannot understand that part 
of the story with refefence to the own 


Manager's prom 

failing to do s0, 
Tho Captain: The first lieutenant saw him, - 

and can explain. Pa ; 
His Worship: You are discharged with a 

caution. 
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GENERAL HATTON PRESENTS 
SPORTS TROPHIES. 


‘The available space around the billiard table 
at which the final of the R.G.A. Sergeants 
Mess v. Police Billiard tournament was being 
played at the Soldiers’ Club on April 28th was 
uncomfortably overcrowded, and late arri 
were unable fo catch a glimpse of the game. 
Major-General Villiers Hatton was in attend- 
ance to present the Cups and medals, and also 
the Club's football and cricket challenge shields. 
There were also presant Captain Fitswilliems, 
A.8.C., Lt. Pesare, A.S8.C., and Major Pedley, 
Captain Pack-Beresford and Captain Elgood 
of the R.W.K., F. J. Badeley (Captain Superin- 
tendent of Police), J. W. Hanson (i thief Detec- 
tive Inspector) and C. D. Melbourne. 

The final was played between Bet. Pitt of 
the Police and Gr. Gainer, R.G.A., Pitt 
winning by 111 points, which gave the Polica 
team the win. 

The General was then called upon to present 
the medals, which he said it gave him great 
pleasure to do. He did not intend to make a 
speech. but was pleased to state that he had 
received a letter from the Military 4 uthorities 
in India asking for information as to the run- 
ning of the Soldiers’ Club, as they wished to 
start one there on similar lines. The General 
then presented s cup to Inspector Withers as 
representative of the Police billiard team, 
another to Gr. Gamer for the bighest break, 
which was 41, and the modals to the winning 
team. Sgt, Redmann was presented with the 
shield for the RB. W. K. Football Club, and a 
representative of the Staff Department received. 
the cricket shield. : a 
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PEKING UNIVERSITY. 


‘as to 


Surprise has often been expressed lately 
the reason why, in view of the fourish of 
trumpets and high-sounding rhetoric which 
inangurated the establishment of the Peking 


Uaioe) that institution has, so far, made 
not the slightest progress; the reply may be 
found in a correspondent’é letter to hand namely, 
that the Chinese and Manchu Chancellors of 
the University, Chang Pei-hsi ( President of 
the Board of Civil Appointments) and Yung 
Ch'ing ( Presideut of the Board of Revenue) 
have been bitter enemies ever since the latter 
was added te the instiiution as Manchu _ 
Chancellor of the University. The former — 
despises the latter because his illiteracy does 
not fit him to be at the head of an institution of 
learning, w-ile the latter, on the other hand, 
puts on the garment of saperiority because he 
belonys to the conquering race. Hence when- 
ever one introduces into the University a 
nominee of his own to bea member of the 
faculty, or head of department. his rival 
Chancellor makes it a point either to denounce 
the man to the Throne or remove him for some 
imaginary, or trifling mistike. With such a 
state of matters in an important public institu- 
tion like the Peking University it is not 
surprising that the more thoughtful despai .of 
finding any success in it.—N.-C. Daily News. 
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WITHDRAWAL OF RUSSIAN 
FISHERY RIGHTS IN COREA. 


A Mainichi telegram from Seoul, dated 
April 11th, states that the rights granted some 
time ago by the Corean Government to a 
Russian Count for whale fishing off Choaenpo 
and Shimpo have now come toan end. Under 
the terms of the arrangement, the Count was 
to pay the Government an son of 450 
Yen and, it was provided, that if a year should 
elapse without this amount being paid- the 
grant of rights should become void. 4 twelve 
months have passed since the tax was last paid, 
the concession has now been declared to be no 
longer in force, j= x: 


REPORT ON PUBLIC WORKS. 
a 


The report of the Director of Public’ Works 
for 1904 is phblished in the current Hongkong 
Government Ulasette. The actual exp-nditure 
for the year waa $2,011,437.77, or over 
$660,000 greater than any previons year, 

The amount of premium realised for land 
Sred auction was $434,785, as against 
$468, for 1908. The actual amount of 
premium paid into the + daring the 
-year was $487,192.90 (to this should be added 
the sum o , & portion of the premia 
realized by the sale of Marine Lot 289, whioh 
it was arranged should be paid in January, 
1905), bringing the total up to $585,322.20 or 
considera over the estimate which was 
$400,000. It included the following sums :— 
Premia derived from sale of rights 

to erect piers... .. ... ... $28,179.25 
Fees for beun stonesto mark lots 960.00 

The land sales in the New lerritory were 
very satisfactory, the total premia for lots sold 
by the Public Works Department amountiog 
to $28,325. It having proved too expensive to 
deal with applications for the purchase of small 
areas of land from this De ent, the 
Assistant Land Offlcer for the New_ ‘Lerritory 
was given authority to sell such small lots by 
Public Auction at the Branch Office, ‘I'aipo. 
In addition to the nine lots stated above, there- 
fore, 43 small lots were thus sold ealizing 
$1,177, making a total of $24,502. In addition 
oo one & ola 8 permits ie ceenpy land for 

ort periods for stori and other purposes 
were issued, ‘the fone fox which wieountel to 
$83..0.- A scheme for dividing the New 
Territory into sui able Districts for the pur- 
pose of land sales and the issue of leases was 
prepared but has not yet been finally approved. 

xtensions.—The extensions granted in 
Hongkong were mt important. Messrs. 
Blackhead & Co., the owners of Kowloon Marine 
Lot 34, were granted by the Secretary of State 
an area of 75,996 square feet, most of which was 
sea bed in front of and adjoining the lot; a 
small extension to Hong Hom Inland Lot 24 
was also granted to the Dock Compuny. 

Resumptions.—Arrangements were made 
with the owners of Kowloon Inland Lot 1011 
to surrender a portion of the lot, required in 
‘carrying out the scheme for providing main 
thoroughfares in Kowloon, on payment of 
$25,000, and also with the owners of lots 69a, 
79, 80 and 81 for a portion of these lots for a 
similar purpose at a cost of $25,00u, 

A pperiian of Inland Lot 8 having an arca of 
28,7 square feet, including a number of 
houses, was resumed under the Crown Lands 
Resumption Ordinanos, 1900, in connection 
with the Kau U Fong Resumption Scheme, the 
total amoant paid to owners being $224,551.47. 

Rural Building Lot 83 baving an area of 
1,650 square fee. was surrendered to the Govern- 
ment by the owner for the sum of $3,000, the 
area being required for th- extension of the 
Chair Coolie Quarters at the Peak. Inland Lot 
509 was purchased by the Government for 
waterworks purposes for the sum of $6,500. 

Grants on Short leases.—The grants on 
short leases included an area of 45,0UU square 
feet which was leased to the Kowloon Bowling 
Green Club fora period of 3 years at an annual 
rental of $36; an area of 260,448 square feet 
at Lai Chi Kok in the New Territory, leased 
to the Transvaal Mine Owners Association 


as.an Emigration Camp for coolies bound for, 


South Africa, for ® “pe tod of 5 years at an 
annual rental of $2, ; @ quarry at Tai Waa 
in the New Territory having an area of 
52,500 square fe;t, at an annual rental of $300; 
and a Ww on the Sham Chun River in the 
Now Territory for a period of 5 years at an 
annual rental of $75. 

Grant: on nominal terms include:—In 
Hongkong. -An area of 54,450 square feet at 
Mount Caroline for burying funeral urns 
containing disinterred remains; an area of 
48,382 square feet as an extension to the Jewish 
Cemetery; an area of 5,566 square feet for a 
District Watchmen’s House at Wanchai; an 
area of 20,000 square feet as an extension to the 

i cmsetal Hospitel; and an ares of 

ware feet, for a Naval Infectious 
ospital at Mount Parish. 

In Kowloon. An area of 5,200 square feet 
to the Church Missionary Society asa garden, 


_ CHINA OVERLAND TRADA REPORT, 


and an area of 21,000 square fest to the same 
Society for the erection of a Church and 
Minister's House. Both these grants are just 
within the old Boundary line South-west of 
Kowloon City. : 

In New Territory.~—An area of 1:005 acres 
for a Christian Chiness Cemetery near Kow- 
loon City, and an area of 4.75 acres at Sham 
Shui Po for a Chinesa Cemetery. 


Permits.—The permita to occupy lands for 
short periods comprise areas let for storage, 
boatbuilding, breaming and other purposes, and 
a few quarrying permits for the more remote 
parts of the New Territory. 

R-adjustments of Boundaries.—The re- 
adjustmenta of boundaries were mostly in o .n- 
nection with the lots for which it was not p»s- 
sible, from the nature of the sites, to define th: 
limits accurately on the ground and were 
generally of small extent. The only case 
worthy of mention is one which Messrs. Black- 

| head & (‘o. gave up a portion of their lots for 
the purpose of widening Des Vaux Road, Kow- 
loon, and were granted an area to the seaward 
side of their lots, 

Conversion of Lots —The only conversion of 
any importance was in the case of Inland Lots 
501 and 502, situated at Praya East, whioh 
were converted into Marine Lot 283 in order 
that the owners might participate in the 
projected Reclamatibn Scheme. 

A sum of $4,552.75 was realized by the 
letting of sites for the erection of booths and 
stands at Happy Valley during the Race 


Meeting. 
Squatters — The of Squatters 
Licences on the Roll at the commencement of 


the year was 975, representing an aunual rental 
of $2,410.13. During the year, 703 were 
written off, leaving 272 still on the roll; the 
fees received during the ysar amounted to 
$2,340.32. The claim of several Squatters’ 
Villages came before tue Synattera’ Board in 
March, and those whose claims wera gocd were 
granted leases, but as a number of these people 
had already paid their Squatters’ fees for the 
year it was decided to leave them on the roll and 
date their leases from Ist January, 1905. 

Military Lands.—The negotiations between 
the Colonial Government and the Militar 
Authorities for exchanges of land were still 
unconcluded at the close of the year. The 
Military Authorities were grant-d a lease for 10 
years of an area a little over 255 acres in extent 
near Kowloon City as Rifle Ranges and Reserve 
in consideration of their having relinquished 
their Ranges on the site of King's Park, the 
Government agreeing to pay cost of construo- 
tion of butts, &o., which, including a diversion 
of road and resumption of cultivated land within 
the arva, amounted to $26,450.52. The Ranges 
are practically completed. 

Naval Lands—The Admiralty were granted 
an area of 402,400 square feet in Kowloon for 
the purpose of erecting a coaling pier and boat 
shelter, also an area of 282 acres at Long 
Harbour and Jones Cove in the New Territory 
for the construction of Rifle Ranges, the land 
to revert to the Colonial Governmant whenever 


it ceases to be used for this Bd awe A strip 
50 feet in width from the North of Kowloon 


Marine Lot 36, having an area of about 17,500 
square feet, was handed over to the Colonial 
Government for the purpose of forming a 100- 
foot road in connection with the scheme for 
providing main thoroughfares in Kowloon, the 
Admiralty receiving in exchange the portion 


number 


of Austin Road situated between their properties ' 


—Kowloon Marine Lota 41 and 35. 
- Piers.—The Government, by Notifications 
No. 562 on 5th August, 1904, decided to di 
of certain Pier sites in Hongkong. ose 
opposite Murine Lots to be sold to the owners 
of the lota, if they desired, at fixed rates; others 
opposite Crown Land by Public Auction. The 
right of erecting piers under leases was granted 
in two cases in Hongkong and ten cases in 
Kowloon, the premia derived in the case of the 
‘Hongkong Piers amounted to $27,229.25 includ- 
ing one of the Pier sites referred to above, 
which realised a premium of $27,000: and of 
Kowloon Piers to $95), the annual rentals 
being $860 and $3,06) respectively. Licence 
or the following tem Piers for variouss 
ie oe ne aeeae A 
‘ 1 ow , the 
qcaeant of fees for these being $3,341.87. 


THE HOSPITALS, 


GOVERNMENT OIVIP. <i 2 

The report of the Princips! Civil Mddioak 
Officer for 1904 appears in the current'Homgkong — 
Government Gazette It is here stated that:the . ; 
Goveroment Civil Hospital as a building’ ig. 


behind the times and the questio. of builditg's 


ars cee 
See Sin, ee SH 
Pq ese 


vy 2 
she oF 


new hospital more in accord with ° 
wirements cannot be much longer delayed. 
Admissions to the hospital weie 209: loss than 
in 1903. The mortality rate was slightly lower, 
58 per cent. 


viz., 4.99 per cent. as against 
in 1903. 

Malsrial Fevers.—Tho diminution in the 
number of admissions from this class of disease 
still continues, the number admitted being-22! 
ng compared with 346 in 1903, a result undoubt- 
edly due to the active anti-malarial measures 
which have been carried out in recent’ years in 
the Colony, and to the mora general prophy- 
lactic use of quinine, at any rate, amongst the 
Police Force. As usnal the months from July 
to November are thosa in which malarial fever 
is most prevalent. . 

Influensa.—There were no admissions during 
the year aS compared with 53 in 1908. 

Dengue.—There were only 43 admissions as 
against 123 in 1903. 

Typhoid Fever.—There were 42 admissions 
8s compared with 28 in the previons year, 21 of 
these were imported cases. eed 

Dysentery.—There was a decided increase in 


‘the number of admissions, the figures being 1°6 


as against 50 in 1903, the disease, however, 
appears to have been of a milder type, “as there 
were only 6 deaths as compa: with 11 in the 
previous year. ne 

Beri-beri—There were 70 admissions as 
compared with 36 in 19 3, mndonitedly, this 
disease has been’ much more prevalent during 
the last year. It is nnfortuoate that notwith- 
standing the number of investigations which 
have been there is nothing definitely 
known as to Its etiology. So 

Injuries—Amongst these thsre * were 
admitted in February and March one Russian 
Officer, two Potty, Officers and four sailo:s who 
were wounded on board H.I.M.S. Varyag off 
Chemulpo. : They ‘were suffering from shell 
wounds and all ultimately recovered, although 
one of the sailors caused us considerable anxiety, 
his left arm was very much shattered and at one 
time it ap that the limb would have to be 
amputated ; however, sided by a sound constitu- 
{ion he recovered and was discharged in June 
with all the wounds healed. ° 

; TUNG WAKE, , 

The admissions were 210 in excess of those of 
the previous year. It is satisfactory to note 
the increase in the number of those attending 
for European treatment in the Out-patient 
Department. 

Beri-beri.—There waa a great increase in the 
number of admissions from béri-beri, the figures 
being 742 as against 277 in 1903, this is also 
by far the most fatal disease, 829 deaths being 
atiributed to it, 7 

On account of an outbreak of beri-beri at 
the Po Leung Kuk Institution and the thoreased * 
number of cases in the Tung Wah Hospital I 
recommended to the Government that an inves- 
tigation into this disease should be made, this 
was agreed to and an enquiry is now being 
conductei by Dr. Koch and the Government 
Bacteriologist. It is to beh that as a result 
of their researches some light may be thrown 
apon this disease about whose etiology so little 
is Own. 


Moriband cases.—It will be observed - that 


against 388 
a view to checking dump 
in the street, it was deci 

Plagne procedure for 1904 

cases when the dead vgs 
removed from a house for diagnosis, 
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During the year 87 patients were admitted. | Denison, Ram & Gibbs, and tenders for the | Tt appears in the Tientsin Times:— One's first 


observation. Of the plague cases 63 died | April, 1905. to the Commissary of Police, where a list of 
ga mortality of 81.8 por cent.—it must = one’s caccchentine with has and samples of 
be noted, however, that 41 of these died within HALL & HOLTZ game had to be deposited. If one’s antecedenta 
% hours, #0, thet they eee practically in wore satisfactory a ‘permit would be issued for 
ess condition on on. 
*/Tang Wah Branch Hospital.—Owing to the Mr. J. D. Clark, chairman of directors, free and ue cep ber padocrgy 
mild epidemic it was not necessary to occupy addressing the shareholders of Hall & Holtz on Pataxe reference. ‘Then came the tug- 
this Larreng ; Apl. 14th, said: The gross profit, though war with the Chief of the Gendarmerie 
Hospital Ship Hygeia.—This is reseved for | necessarily below that of former years, owing to | Gol. Cherchoff, who dispensed the permits for 
hie treatment of small-pox oases, during the | the loss of stock and premises just about the | .oicurning in or leaving Mukden. Onoe in 
year 40 wore admitted with 5 deaths. Five of close of last year, is, I consider, fairly good, poseesaion of this “open sesame "one could 
these cases were imported by ships. and shows about the same percentage upon the | oo about at his own sweet will, without lat 
——— rare Songs on peas ge the | 5. hindrance, and as soon as these formalities 
’ ew months while the new stocks were nati: 
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The Director of Public Works in his report they shoul be it being found faipracticeble to. the colle days <. davai Poe departed, never {2 
for 1904 makes the following remarks about | reduce them at once owing to most of the staff | oq poms © paid during Tino days were 
new public buildings :— being under agreements, and the large increase | 51) ee tiher ad like a “eh that 1s told. 
NEW HARBOUR OFFICE. in the rent, while insufficient room to show Cevtainl sudden fluctuations in milk or sugar” 

Progress with this work was unsatisfactory, | goods is found a great obstacle to trade. The | vouids ames send a thrill of joy through 
due to the supply of granite again being insuffi. | amount at credit of Profit and Loss account | 4}, heagt of an honest (P)trader, and visions of 
cient. The walls were bailt fo an average | enables you to return 12} per cent to share- Ith beyond the dreams of avarice might 
height of 21 feet sbove ground floor level | holders which, I think, can be considered a fairly |e arity disturb the even tenour of the rho 
exoopt the North wall which was delayed | good investment. In looking over the Balance | , a arane 3 a nly to be suddenly dissolved Aa 
until the colonnade piers were at the required | Sheet you will no doubt notice the disparity in |. oke on the arrival of the first consignment 
height for arches to be turned con- | the valne of the factory property as against | 4¢ the commodity in question. And the 
necting same to the wall of building. Eight | the newly acquired land in Tientsin. I should | jnantities that did arrive! One stood aghast 
of these piers were at the necessary height st mention that these figures represent the book ab the ondless strings of carts rolling into the 
the close of the year. The concrete to flat roof | value, and that the real value of the Shanghai city, and charged with thousands upon thous- 
of Bosrding Officers’ rcom and concrete to | property would be something over three times | 5.45 of cases of wines and spirits, and the ory 
floors of record-room, lavatory, Chinese and | the amount it is put down at; the Hankow | yas ‘still they come’. Not that ‘one actually 


Indian kitchéns on first floor was laid, and | premises are also now worth considerable more : : gense 
joists to various other rooms fixed. The | than the book value. Stud and vans do not oat oa Laan Al Neco a iad 


columns and steel framing to Yard Verandahs | show in the accounts at all, having been written : : 

colamns and sie rans We. ha A. Toug | off in past years. AS You are aware, W® bare | 150 pg on AN asta Eom 68 1070 
was the Contractor for this work, the contract | already paid an interim dividend of one dollar | ables per cage, condensed milk at 16.50 to 20- 
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Fair progress was made with this work |a half Ligh ohare making, as I said bef6re, 124 able ine Bussian palate cet 
considering the unsatisfactory supply of | per cent for the year. There is one more subject Hor a aemanene rica for their favourite 
eres , the demand being far greater than the | I will touch upon. In February last the 

livery from the quarries. The intended walls | Company had occasion to make a test case 
generally were built to an average of 19 feet | of the agreement under which all our 
above ground floor level. this being the required | assistants are brought out to China, which 
height for the steel joists to first floor. The | prohibits them, for ten years, from starting in 
external walls generally were built to an average | opposition to the Company only in such places 
of Ll feet 6 inches above ground floor line, this | as the Company are established. The case went 
being the necessary height for the springing of | against the Company. as you are aware, on the 
arches to colonnade, &c. Twenty granite ater ground that the wording of the Sober? was 
over window openings were constructed at worldwide and for all the time; it is needless to : Chin mists 
the close of tar eae Seventy-one granite | say that such construction was neither the in- conecougs a DEY a % arene aris 
balusters to first fioor colonnade were dressed | tention of the lawyer who drew up the agree- | certain! meanired atadying but if its intricacies 

‘ready for fixing. All the plain square bases | ment, nor of the Company, nor has it been | jaq pee been grasped, it was well worth cater- 

_ to main columns, pilasters, &., forming the ‘understood in that way by any of the assistants | :15 for, The bulk of the traders were living in 
:eolonnade were fixed with the exception of one; | who have signed it during the many years that eu at the railway station, familiar) 

- and 40 moulded bases out of a total of 46 were | it has been in use. Our lawyers are making Fabhed. “Rae cee Cai y be yeason of ih, 
bedded, a number of stones to the columns, | the necessary alteration te prevent any such | Oriental character of it inha itants, who vied 
pilasters, &c., were also bedded. An average | misconstruotion in future. Owing to the con- | with the ramshackle habitations as to which 

number of 107 masons were daily employed on | ditions required by the Court in the event of | shonld have the most tatterdemallion appearance 
the site dressing granite. The steel girders | an appeal, your Directors did not consider it | From the end of the Chinese-new year holidays 
and joists to first floor were delivered on the | advisable to proceed farther in the matter. I | t-ade commenced to decline perceptibly, and an 

* Prdaanier iuasecbovedy the main oe to | may also mention that pe ee in serge oe indefinable something in A air, foreboding 

ibrary floor were in position. e new | n k i indictive spirit, but sim . 
Library foe cis artived ix the Colony and | to Dre epaity ot the aucesment PlY | the approaching debacle, paralysed trade. 
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new contract with somewhat more stringent e troopipg season has commenced. . j ; ; 

“terms as to the provision of granite for. the | On April 24th the Royal Indian Marine 8.3. at the hh ie Chan) falls - niaeeley 

carrying on of the work was entered into with | Dufferin arrived here from India, on her way tte 27th instant, and is observed between the 
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HONGKONG’S REVENUE. 
The. secount of the Colony’s revenue and 
expenditure from the Ist to 3ist J aguas 1905, 
showing the increase or decrease ander the 
various heads for the same period of last year is 
Frlished in the Hong Government Gazette. 
he revenue was $608,085.88 as sgainst 
$492,437.84 for the same period of: last year, 
and the expenditure $566,568.38 as against 

$475,548.03. : 
The assets and liabilities on the 31st January, 
1905, were as follows:— 
ASSETS. 
Bank balance... 
Crown agents’ balance 
Do, advance ... 82,580.64 
Advances, &. ... ... ... 118,925.68 
Subsidiary Coins we os, 550,000.00 
Suspense House Service ... 1,484.83 


Total... .. $1,422,158.64 


.. $645,490.94 
28,676.55 


. LIABILITIES, 

Deposits not available ...§604,620.88 
Crown agents’ drafts .. ... 200,000.00 
Money order remittances... 19,857.08 
Officers’ remittances ... 354,32 


Total Liabilities... 824,832.28 
Balance . 597,326.36 


Total ... . $1,422,158.64 


The finaucial returns for the year 1904 show 
total payments $:9,071,412.21, leaving a nett 
balance on the 31st December of $314,257.69. 


HONGKONG’S WATER SUPPLY. 


During 1904, the period of intermittent 
supply was 185 days as compared with 137 wk 
during 1903. At the close of the year the 
contents of the storage reservoir amounted to 
341 million gallons. The total quantity of 
water supplied during the year was 1,267,362,000 
gallons filtered and 22,429,000 gallons unfiltered, 
making a grand total 1,289,791,000 gallons or 
91,186,000 gallons less than in 1903. This 
decrease is due to the intermittent supply being 
‘kept on for a longer period than is usual. 

The average consumption of filteréd water 
per day during constant supply was 4,390,000 
gallong, which with an estimated population of 
594,000 gives an average daily consumption of 
19°6 gallons per head for all purposes. During 
intermittent supply the average daily consump- 
tion was 11'3 gallons per head, equivalent to a 
total daily supply of 2,524,000 gallons, whilst, 
taken over the whole year, the average consump- 
tion per head per day amounted to 15:4 gallons. 

The quantity pumped to the high level 
district of the City amounted to 49,001,000 
gallons over the whole year-equal to an average 
daily consumption of 133,882 gallons, whilst 
26,180,00! gallons were pumped to the peak 
- district giving an average daily consumption of 
77,000 gallons. 


CHINESE ESTIMATES. 
The repairs necessitated by the recent fire at 
the Eastern Tombs is affording a most welcome 
and contractors for a 


There bave 


actual estimate for the repairs is estimated at 
T's. 1,800,000, but if four tenths is to be given 
to the contractor the estimate will be rendered 
Ts, 4,500,000, and if three tenths go to the 
‘contractor it will read Tis. 6.000,000. This 
ig in strict accordarce with the accepted rule 

Of what use is it to 


already being demolished 
L But beyond 
little of the 


that we regret we can sée Vel , 
so much is 


t transformation of hic 
spoken.—Peking Times. 
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CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 


— 


A quantity of arms found on a fishing boat 
in Junk Bay was ordered to be confiscated at 
the Police Court on the 29th April, the owner 
not having a licence. 

His Excellency the Governor has been 
pleased to appoint Mr. H. W. Slade to bes 
member of the Sanitary Board in place of 
Mr, E. A. Hewett, resigned. 

His Excellency the Governor has been 
pleased to app t frat eae! or until further 
notice Mr. W. J. Tutcher to act as super- 
intendent of the Botanical and Afforestaticn 
Department. , 

The building of Sharp’s Memorial Hospital, 
Mount Kellett, is nearing completion. The 
new Military Hospital, Bowen Road, which has 
been in progress for over two years, is algo 
nearing completion. 

H. §E. the Governor has appointed pro- 
visionally, or until further notice, Mr. B.C. L. 
Lewis fo be a director of the Widows and 
Orphans’ Pension Fund, vice Mr. C. Mel. 
Messer, on leave. 

H. E. the Governor has appointed Major 
C. L. Josling, R.A.M.C., Aoting Principal 
Medical Officer of Troops, to be a member of 
the Sanitary Board in place of Colonel Webb, 
R.AM.C., resigned. 

The ex-Viceroy of Fukien, Wei Kuang-tao, 
has been studying the war in Manchuria. He 
now advocates for the province two artillery 
divisions, and points out that the country is 
too mountainous for cavalry. 

According to returns made by the Japanese 
authorities on the 7th instant, the Russian 
prisoners now interned at various places in 
Japan numbered 58,759. A considerable 
Ar have yet to come forward from the 
field. : 

A Foochow telegram to the Shenpao stutes 
that a numerously signed protest to the 
‘Waiwupu has been sent by the gentry of that 
city opposing the granting to a French 
syndicate—now pushing its claims at Peking 
—of certain mining rights in Fukien province. 

The Burmese in the paddy districts think. 
that Japan will probably purchase rice in 
Burma in May and June, and are holding on to 
their stocks in that hope. Itis feared that a good 
many of them will lose money in consequence 
of the high interest they have to pay to the 
money lenders for advances. 

The new floating dry dock for the Philippines, 
building dt the yard of the American, Steel 
Company, Sparrow Point, Maryland, is now 
nearly completed. It is destined for Olongapo, 
Subig Bay, P.l, the new American naval 
station in the Far East. The dock is capable 
of lifting the largest battleship. 

A Seoul despatch received by the Ji ijv states 
that the Belgian Representative there has 
requested the Korean Foreign Office to grant 
a gold-mining concession to a Belgian syndicate. 
This action is said to have been taken in order 
to secure the balance of influence with Italy, a 
mining concession having recently been granted 
the latter. 

The general reclamation at the Naval Yard 
Extension is approaching completion. The 
walls of the tidal basin and the sea walls are, in 
great part, ready for the coping. The dock 
bottom is nearly completed and the dock walls 
are well advanced The reclamation, West of 
the dock, and the diversion of the Albany Nullab 
are finished. 

The Cablenews of Apri® 27th says :—The 
Japanese colony in Manila has provided itself 
with a Buddhist temple in which it can wor- 
ship its gods. . The temple has heen erected 
in the barrio of San Roque, fam patoe. it is 
of genuine Japan ‘se architecture and painted 
in real Buddhist style. The inauguration of 
the temple took place Saturday afternoon. 
Alongside the temple is to b» erected a Japanese 


shipper 
Kowloon docks where, the Ca 
they will be refitted. 


oil ? 


Mr. P. H. de L 
French Consul at 


pyenrs ago, is reported to be~ 


obe to his old charge. Pe es 
two cash as lucky: 


rary 

razor. The brat failed. The two 
handed over, and the suspect, on being 
was found to have the razor eoncealed 
inner pocket. Ho was given in charg 
on appearing before Mr. F. A. Haseland a 
Police Court on Saturday was sentenced to’ 
weeks’ hard labour. | 

The new tariff on rice of 
will give a stimulus to 
trade and many vessels 
food product of the Orient will arrive here, 
say a Manila paper, from the French port in: 
the near future. The M. Struve, Petrach, Fiume 
and Brunhilde, most of which are not strangers 
in this port, and of which Behn, Meyer and 
Company are the local agenta, have. been 
tchartered at Hongkong to engage in this. 


the Saigdh- Manila rico. 


8. 
Mr. 8.9. Bose, who isa stout opponent of = ~ 


inoculation against plague, writes as follows in 
the course of a letter to the Statesman :—~“ How 
could Mr. Braunfeld and others (assembled at 
a meeting in Caloutta to disouss plague matters) 

ropose in the name of humanity a compalsdry 
trooulation against plague alone, when we have 
other equally scientific inoculations against 
cholera, enteric, beri beri, Derbyshirs-neck, 
kala-azar, pricklyheat, Gwalior ulcer, and Delhi- 
If these are all made compulsory we 
should be mere masses of holes !” 

‘A Native coal dealer at Bay View was on Apri 
97th charged before Mr. Orme at the Police 
Court with being in unlawful possession of ten 
tons of coal. The Police stated that a number 
of junka, while coaling vessels in the harbour, 
dropped a quantity of coal overboard and 


for it when the boats had departed. This, when _ 


cecovered, was sold to various merchants, As 
the defendant could not satisfy His Worship as - 
to how he came in possession of the coal he was 
fned $100 or three months’ imprisonment, and 
the coal was ordered to be ccnfiscated. : 
‘A. Manila paper says: It will probably in- 
terest Rieti ea le to know that there is a very 
vigorous and we -schemed game on, at present, 
to corner that necessary of cordage, hemp. 
Whether or not the projected “corner” is 
limited to the Philippines is more than-we can 
say from the information in our possession, but 
the available facts suggest that the schemers 
are hitting high. The name of a Manila mer- 
chant who was at one time black in the govern- 
ment books is mentioned as one of the oters 
and there is not the least doubt that he and his 
allies mean business. If they can ut their 
game through, it will play (havoc) with the city , 
brokers. ' 
People should know their washerman before 
trusting him with too much of their apparel. 
Madame Guiou, of the Pension Francaise, 
reported on April 28th at the Central Police 
Station that the Chinese washarman employed 
by her had pawned a uantity of cbothing - he 
had taken away to wash, and with the: proceeds 
had gone to Canton. The Police institated 
inquiries at once, 
Guion is not the only person the ro 
robbed. The belongings of s0 
residents were alao found to ha 
The washerman 


cook 


in Canton, is the.ow! 
the cook decided 


to 


t Mr. 
bring an 


[jue 
34 cents pet pionl - . 
loaded with the staple ~ 
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COMMERCIAL. | 
- 2 epee 


H SILK. 

Mesars, A, E. Burkill & Son’s Circular, of 7th 
April; 1905, states -—The home markets are dull 
Gold Kiling is quoted in London at 11/4) and in 

rey ue as en ae to pies 
: ‘there is v e838 

Tsatiees. Stocks all very amall and holders dis- 

ied to sell. Hand tures.-A few small 

_ transactions, Steam Filatures—Continue in fair 
domand, and stocks are becoming light. Yellow 

Silke—Are in moderate demand. aste Silk.— 

No business to report. 


SUGAR. 

Homexone 28th April—The position of the 
market is nearly the same as when last reported. 
Shekloong, No. 1, White $9.20 to $9.25 pels. 
Do. » 2, White 06 to 


Do. . , 2, Brown... 6: 
Foochow.Sugar Candy .........18. 
Shekloong _se, 


Honexrone, 28th AprilThere is not much 
the prices as when last re _ 
i ceaesveeeene seareeesenenes $2.10 to 62.15 


Bing Cargo viccecssssoccccssesveee 4.85 to 4.40 


OPIUM. 
Honexona, 22nd April. 
Quotations are:— Allow’ce net to 1 catty. 


Malwa New ....... wee B1160 


HEMP. | 

In their Report of the 15th inst. Messrs. 
Warner, Barnes & Co., Ld, of Manila, state.— 
The larger receipts and the dullness of the home 
markets had ita effect on prices during the past 
fortnight, and a moderate business was done on 
the basis of P.C. 19.50 to P.C. 20 for fair current, 
but the la part of arrivals went into store, and 
ally there was little to sell, This 
in the face of so little encouragement 
from consuming markets is no doubt due to the 
pone increasing belief that the damage done 
y the almost un ented drought is really 
serious, and that it will curtail receipts seriously 
from June onwards. After carefully considering 
ue Spores we have received from our own pro- 
ial agenta, and from others connected with the 
cece we are obliged to come to the belief 
t production will not reach that of last year. 
In many places the damage by drought is 
already done, and in plantations thus situated a 
clearance has been made as far as possible of all 
Hemp woot to sive them in time, In other 
tions more favourably situated, although 
has also been done, it may yet be partial. 
ly remedied by a favourable change in the 
weather, but it is doubtful, as we are now in the 
middle of April, whether anything but a few 
thunder showers can be expected until June or 
July, which means certainly further damage, 
After making due allowance for exaggeration of 
plovince pesple we think that the first stage of 
@ drought, which means increased productio:: 
to tree cutting to save the fibre, is already 
about nearly past, and thus we chal! ahortly enter’ 
the second stage, that is, of a curtailed produc- 

tion caused by a want of available trees, 
things look at present we: think 875,000 bales as 


large = crop ir ine 
1905, and should drought continue another month 
this figure must be farther reduced. Of course 
there are always districta where the plantations 
are well sheltered by forest from the burning sun, 
as in Samar, ganic obters peotectel by tho lky of the 
also others si lin the higher slopes of 
hills and/mountains where there is generally a 
amount of moisture and occasional 
#, and these favoured districts are not so 
. ad as those situated on the lower 


damage only 
the crop. The effect 
certainly extend into next | 


Meesra. Noel, Murray & Co., in their Report on 
the 8 hai Piece Goods Trade, dated Shanghai, 
14th April, 1905, state :— The news received dur- 
ing the interval that = Bussian eT a 
had paszed 8 re and was approaching the 
Chine Gor bas ere iy canaad sort a un- 
easiness here. a have been able to make the 

of the Straits so easily, and with no show 
of opposition, certainly looks as though they were 
being lured on by the Japanese, and further de- 
velopments are sexionsly awaited. The 
advent of the Fleet into practically China Waters, 
opens up a vista of all sorts of possibilities, being, 
as it is, right in the path of commerce. Maybe 
this has something to do with the disinclination 
to enter more heavily into forward operations 
which most of the dealers are showing, though 
they will not admit it. The home marketa con- 
tinue very strong, in fact it looks as though 


manufacturers are doing their best to stave off 
orders, but at the same time d: not want to misa 


the business. This may possibly lead to some of 
the contretemps depicted in the following letter, 
which the Chamber of Commerce here have seen 
fit to address té the Manchester Chamber, though 
we are inclined to question the entire absence of 
any redress, which this letter seems to infer. 
However, the businesa booked during the past 
month or so has certainly established a new 
precedent in the trade, and with all the ramifica- 
tions caused by fluctuations in exchange, ete., it 
is quite necessary that a proper understanding 
should be arrived at if the trade is to continue 
amicably. ‘ 

Shanghai, 7th April, 1003, Sir.— At the 
Annual General Meeting of this Chamber held 
on 27th ultimo, attention was drawn by a frequent 
failure of manufacturers to kcep to their contract 
date of delivery. Et was sta that at times the 
loss and inconvenience to importers entailed by 
late delivery is of a very serious nature, the 
situation being further complicated by the vag- 
aries of ex ge. The cause of so many cases 
of late shipment was attributed to the practice 
of overeating by manufacturers, and it was 
thought unfair that an importer when disap- 
pointed of his goods should, instead of recaiving 
pecuniary compensation for non-fulfilment 
of contract, be met with merely an offer of 
cancelment, This Chamber cannvt but feel that 
the complaint is entirely justified. In the first 
place the more cancelment of a contract for late 
shipment connot at all be considered a satisfae- 
or or adequate settlement, Py tinea: as it does, 
both the foreign importer and hisnative client of 
their paca and / or commission. The importer 

y finds himself out of pocket for his [tele- 
grepuie expenses, not to mention that he receives 
nothing for all his labour in bringing the origi 
transaction to book, and in numerous cases he i 
even forced to undergo peeuniary sacrifice in or- 
der to preserve amicable terms with his native 
client. The latter in his turn may have re-sold 
the goods to up-country deslers on the identical 
terms aa to delivery which he stipulated for when 
contracting from the importer, and in putting 
forward his claim against the latter, the native 
dealer simply tries to recover his own vis-a-vis of 
the up-country merchant. Except in cases of 
“force majeure ” the foreign importer must abide 
by terms of his selling contract or pay compen- 
sation in case of non-compliance with the terms 
thereof, but “force majeure” connot be pleaded 
in the circumstances, since, according to 
the general opinion in Manchester business 
circles, amply confirmed by the Manchester Prees 
during the past three months, the delay is prin- 
cipally due to manufacturers not keeping to their 
engagements, because in order to benefit to the 
utmost of the profitable prices obtainable, manu- 
faoturers oversold themselves without due regard 
to their producing, capacities. liome suppliers 
must recognise that by simply offering n 
in cases where the delay in deliveries arie-. 
through their own fault, or from circumatanoas 
within their own control, they are dealing in an 
unjustifiable manner with the dirtributors of 
their productions in foreign marketa, and the 
consequence of this attitude, apart from its moral 
features, cannot in the long run be beneficial to 
business a pened, it has become a 
very usual practice here, in order to guard against 
loss thro the fluctuations of ailver, to nettle 
or henge orward against transactions. In the 
event of the goods not arriving in contract time, 
an extension of such exchange contrasts has to 
be mxde,>which on the downward sliding scale 
for each month, or sometimes even for fort- 

has been a provalent here for a 
ives sacrifices of an 


- @ighth to & farthing or more 


equivalent to, on 
0.4 per cent. to 0.5 per cent. or more per month, 


Such loss should, ix: 2 
be borne by the sellers responsible 
whereas at. present the borid-fide ; 
this side have to bear the brunt of : 
of these facts the Chamber is of opiaion tha 
question in one which is deserving’ of e 
tion, and would earnestly commend it to-your 


notice, trusting that by ‘prominence to 
what cannot be consi prs sa than an 


description, and for various stages of delivery, 
obasseucatiy there is considerable di 
as We hear some orders 


been 

ings -f divers weighta, both markets being. 
strong. Cotton is i i 
the latest quotation 

4.244., and 


Chefoo trade, though not large, is loo better 
than it has done or some time past. ingpo ig 
wW. 


in want of heavy shirtings, are acarce bere 
at present. Clearances for the River markets ard 


fairly satisfactory, but Hankow is still incline” 
to hold back orders, The yarn market is 

ing up again, there a fair demand for th® 
impo article, while local Snnings are als® 
attracting = good deal of attention. Native Cot? 
ton ig steady. 


HONGKONG QUOTATIONS. 


Honexone, 7th April, 1906. 
Beans 


2 


Cloves ....... 


Fennel Sced Oil . 


tpe 
‘ Oil 
Senna Leaves... 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPORTS. 
Per steamer Machaon, for Amsterdam, London 


1 and Antwerp, sailed'on 12th April For Adessa — 


150 packages china root. For Amsterdam :—100 
bales cassia. For London :—50 bales waste silk, 
29 cases shells, 169 bags copra, 142 bales feathers, 
98 cases blackwood ware and china ware, 828 bales 
canes and mats, 58 cases fans, 61 cases curios and 
pvt. effects, 18 cases cigars, 15 casks soy, £¢., 1,100 
packages ginger. For London and Continent :— 
90 bales canes, 20 bales bri 834 bales canes, 
883 bales feathers, 2 cases shells, 184 bales galang- 
al, 292 bales canes. For Glasgow or Leith :-—12 
cases pvt. effects. 

Per P. & O. stéamer Simla, sailed on 28nd Apri 
For London :—3,050 bales hemp, 2 cases hi 
fe thers, 4 cases cigars, 8 cases hemp cloth, 3 cases 
hata, 18 packages woodware, 1 case. books, pape 


May 1, 1905.)- 


Per BP. & O. steamer Ceylon, sailed on 26th 
Apri. For London 889 ‘bales waste silk, 80 
bales canes, 20 pdo lead ore, 160 balea hemp, 
10 packages private effects, 1 box curios, 26 pack- 
ages chinaware, J box bicycles, |1 packages woollen 
waste, 1 case cigars, 8 cases woodware, | case silks, 
889 bales mate and matting, 1 case pianos, 6 
packages rattan chairs. 


SHARE REPORTS. 


H. naxone, 28th April, 1905.—The market 
has continued quiet during the week and the 


bulk of the limited busivess transsoted has been 
on account of the settlements. Rates, with a 
few exception:, have been well maintained and 
the market closes with a firmer tendency. 

Bangs. —Hongkong and Shanghais have 
continued in a small demand and sales have 
beon effected at the improved rate uf $7874; 
at time of clusing $790 fails to being out sellers 
and the market closes firm at that rate. A 
few Nationals have been placed at $37 and a 
demand still continues. 

MaRIRE InsuRANCKs—China Traders are 
enquired for in a small way at $564, but no 
shares appear to be obtainable at that rate. 
Unions are to be had at $700 but a small 
demand at $6974 cannot be satisfied. Cantons 
remain steady at qu-tations but without 
- business. North Chinas and Yangstzes remain 
unchanged and without business. 

Fizz Insvzancks.—In Chins we have no 
change or business to report, but. Hongkongs 
have declined to $3074 without sales. 

SH1Pprnc.—Hongkong, Canton and Macaos 
continue steady at $264 with small buyers and 
no sales to report. Indo-Chinas, in the early 
part cf the week, ruled firm and sales were 
effected at $122, $123, $1234 and $124 for cash, 
and some lots were placed at about equivalent 
rates forward, chiefly for June, August and 
September; later, however, with news from 
Shanghai of the total loss of the “Yuen Wo” 
by fire, the rate again fell to $122, at which rate 
shares changed hands. The market closes firm 
at $122 cash. Douglases and China Manilas 
have been neglected, but the furmer closes 
steady at quotations. Star Ferries have been 
placed at $37 (old); Shells remain quiet at quola- 
tion with small sales. 

Berineeiss.—China Sugars. A few more 
lagging settlement shares coming on a tight 
money murket has caused a further fall in 
this stock, and forced sales have been effected 
at $22l after sales in the early part of the 
week at $223 and $222. The market closes 
‘rather firmer with buyers at $221, Lozons 
remain unchanged and without business at $27. 

MinING.—No change or business to report 
under this heading. 

Docks, WHARVES, AND GopowNs.—Hong- 
kong and Whampoa Docks have further im- 
proved to $205, with small sales for cash and at 
equivalent rates for August avd September; 
market closing with a few shares on offer at 


the rata. Kowloon Wharves continue quiet and 
neglected with no business to report. Farn- 
hams have been placed at $156 and $155, closing 
at $153 in Shanghai. New Am:y Docks continue 
out of favour at the reduced rate of $21 
with small sales and sellers. 

Lanps, Hotkis, AND BUILDINGs.—Long- 
kong Lands are in the market at $128, without 
inducing buyers to come f..rward. At $127 how- 
aver a few small Ints are wanted. Hotels have 
ruled rather firmer with a demand and sales at 
$140 cash and at t+quivalent rate forwards. 
Humptireys have further improved to $12.75 
with buyers und uo. sellers. Kowloon Lands 
are enquired for in small lots at $393. 

Corton Mitis.—Hongkongs remain un- 
chang ‘d and quiet at $164, but several of th 
northern mills show sclid improvements. 

MiIsceLLansous. — China Providents bave 
declined to $8} with se lers after sales ut $83. 
Dairy Farms to $17 with sates, and Feuwivks to 
$324 after fairly large sales at $35 and $341, 
In the last mentioned, the closing rale must be 
looked upon in the nature of a forced one, to 
clear @ small parcel in the market at time of 
closing. Green Islands (oew issue) have again 
been ylaced al $17, while a few oll shares are 
on offer at $27. Chiua Light and Powers are 
enquired for at $9. New steam -L undri.s at 
the improved ute of 443, and Watsons at an 
advanced of 50 canta, te. $13} for old and $13 
for new issues. 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 
-Closing quotations are as follows :— 


“= - 


Company, Quorationa, 
3100 
‘ os $790, buyers 

Hongkong & S'hai.. London, £80 10s. 

National B. of China 
Bell’s Asbestos E, A... 
China-Borneo Co 
China Light & P. Co. 
China Provident 
Cotton Millse— 

EW. ssssecseeees 


Hongkong 


Tnternational 


384, sellers 


Tis. 40, buyers 
$16}, sellers 
Ts. 40 


Tis. 424 
Saeare’ Tls. 180 
Dairy Farm . ......0++ $17, sales 
Docks & Wharves— 
Farnham, B & Co... 
H. & K, Wharf & G. $107, sellers 
H. & W. Dock $206, sellers 
New Amoy Dock... $63 |$21, sales & rollers 
IT1s. 180 


Tls. 157, buyers 


Fenwick & Co., Geo... 


G. Island Cement. { 
Hongkony & C. Gas... 


Hongkong Electric... 


$160, buyers 

) |$174, buyers 
$114, buyers 
$210, buyers 
$140, sales & buy. 
8242, sellers 
3150, sales 
$18, sellers 


A. H. L. Tramways... 
Hongkong Hotel Co... 
Hongkong Ice Co 

Hongkong Rope Co... 


$285, buyers 
$86, sellers 

$564, buyers 
$3074, sellers 
Tis, 85 = 
$700, sales & sel. 
$160, buyers . 


Hong sone Fire 
North Chins 


$127, buyers 
$12.75, buyers 


$394, buyers 
Tis. 115 
$55, sellers 


$490 
$4, sellers 
$94, sellers 


$2214, buyers 


WestPoint Building 
Mining— 
Charbonnages 
Raubs 
Philippine Co. ......... 
Kefineries— 


264 
$122, buyers 
21a. 6d., sales 


{ndo-China S.N. Co. 
Shell Transport Co. 
Do. Preference... 


South China M. Post. 
Steam Taundry (‘o.... 
Do, New......... 


Stores & Dispensaries. 
Campbell, M. & Co. 
Powell & Co., Wm. 
Watking.... 


Watson & Co., A. 58. 


Unitea Asbestos 
Do. Founders 


$ 
$28, sellers 
$7 


$44, buyers 


$36 

$114, sellers 
$8, sellers 
$18}, buyers 
$18, buyers 
$94 


VERNON & SMYTH, Brokers. 


Messrs. J. ¥. Bisset and Co,’s Share Report 
for the week ending April 13th 1905, states :— 
There has been a steady business in shares during 
the past week, the particular stocks dealt in being 
S. C. Farnham Boyds, Shanghai and Hongkew 
Wharves, and Langkats. The T. T. rate on Lon- 

2/6}. Banks—Hongkoig and 
Shanghai Bank. There are buyers in the South 
of these at $775; the London rate in £78. A 
transaction is quoted locally at $775 ex. 78. 
Marine & Fire Insurance.—No business reported 


in stocks under this headifig excepting Yangtaze 


insurance at $172.90. Shipping.—Indo-Chinas. 
Shares have been placed for July at Tis, 91 a 

914. Cash shares are wanted at ‘tls. 88. Shafig- 
hai Tugs. Ordinary shares are placed at Ts: 58.60. 
Decks & Wharves—S. C. Farnham. Boyds. 
‘The market opened -with cash sales at Tis. 160 
and 160} for April; Tis. 168/64/65 for June; Tis. 
167}/6% for July, slightly weakening to Tis. 159 
for cash; Tis. 158 for April and 168 for July. 


| Hongkew Wharves. On the 1 


On the 18th business was done at Tis. 187/57h 


April; Tis. 1584 May; Tlé. 16) July 
the forward market 
reported at Tis, 162} for July. Shanghal 


ea. werd 

reported at Tls. 178} cash, 176 for April,-and‘Tis, 
Mine ad Te are ie Spd benim 
ai 80, an . 187, ". 

the 12th Tls, 180 cash and Apri poh tee Tis, 185 
April, Ts. 190 and 1924 July. The market oloses 
ateady at the last quotations. Sugars.—Peraks 
have been placed at Tis. 55 and are wanted. 
Mining.— Chinese Engineering’ bearer 
laced at Tle. 7.50. Lands.—Shanghai Lands 
ve been placed at Tis. 115, Industrial—Shang- 
hai Gas at Tis. 112 for cash. Paper and Pulps at 
Tle. 155. Ices at Tis. 22. Langkats, The mar- 
ket for these has been fairly steady during. the 
week, but there seems to be a dispozition on the 
part of short sellers for this month to cover at 
present rates, The market opened on the 6th 
with sales for June at Tis. 2374/85 ; T1s. 2837/40/45 
for July. On the 7th cash shares were placed at 
Tis. 247/46; April Tle. 2474/45/42}; June Tis. 
255/60, July Tis. 2573/55. On the 8th cash at 
Vs, 2473 and April; June Tls 250; July Tis. 255. 
On the 10th and Ap.il at Tis. 235/824 ; June 


Tis. 247}; July Ts. 245/50/42}/40. On the 11th © 


Tis. 282 cash, Tis. 2314/32/85 April; Tis. 240 
June; Tis. 242} July. On the Tis, 2824/85 
cash, Tls. 242} June and Tis. 2475 A . At 
closing the cash market is strong with buyers at 
Tis. 240, and July at Tis. 255. Sumatras are 
ete at Tls, 68. Stores and Hotels.—The only 

usiness reported is Hotel des Colonies at Tis. 28}, 
and Astor House at $28. Miscellaneous.—Tele- 
phones have been placed at Ts. 68 and are wanted. 
China Import and Export Lumber Co. have been 
placed at Tis. 115 cash. Loans & Debentures.— 
Municipal 6 per cent. debentures have been placed 
at Tia. 98, and Imp. Gov. E Loans at par. 


EXCHANGE. 
- Fripay, lst May. 
Lonpon.— 
~ Telegraphic Transfer 
Bank Bills, on demand 
Bank Bills, at 30 days’ sight 
Bank Bills, at 4 months’ sight 


On PaBis.— ‘ 
Bank Bills, on demand secon tdOF 
Credita 4 months’ sight ....ccsssoee 0 200 

On GERMANY.— 

On demand ............cccesteeconees 
On New Yorr.— 

Bank Bills, ondemand .... 

Credits, 60 days’ sight 
On BomBay.— 

Telegraphic Transfer ... . 0... 0 ee 

Bank, on demand ..,.. ......-eeeeeeee ees 144 
On CaLcuUrmA— 

Telegraphic Transfer 

Bank, on demand 

i HANGHAI.— : 

Bank, at sig... sess ceceses overs CDE 

Private, 80 days’ sight 724 

YoroHaAmMa.— 

On demand. ... ....6 .. sess 

MaNILA.— 

On demand. 

SINGAPORE,— 

On demand 

BaTaviIA.— 

On demand ..... ...... 

Ha1PHone.— 

On demand 

Salgcon— 

On demand ... 

BANGKOK.— 

On demand. .. see 
SEVEREIGNS, Bank's Baying Rate .- $1055 
Gotp Lwar, 10 fine, per tael 
Bar SILvER. per o£. ......... Ss 


FREIGHTS. 


Aticlosing - 
improved, and bata 


shares - 


vu. abit 
it MS 


we Meda geutae 


“tt So ii 


aay 


SHIPPING. 
. AREIVALS AND DEPARTURES SINCE LAST 
_ Man. 
’ April— ARBIAALS. | 
19, Taiyuan, British str., ffom Kobe. 
19, ‘Tiipenas, Dutch str., from Amoy. 
‘90, Alcinous, British str., from Yokohama. 
20, Annam, French str., from Haiphong. 
* 90, Chusan, British str., from Bombay. 
90, Frithjof, Norwegian str., froni Tamsui. 
90, Pandua, British str., from Singapore. 
20, Silesia, German str., from Shanghai. 
90, Tanglin, German str., from Saigon. 
20, Tremont, Amr. str., from Manila. 
91, Germania, Norw. str., from Haiphong, 
21, Haiching, British str.. from Coast Ports. 
21, Kwanglee, Chinese str., from Shanghai 
21, Langbank, British str., from Antworp. 
21, Machew, German str., from Bangkok. 
21, Rajpat, British str., from Moji. 
21, SungJiang, British str., from Cebu. 
91, Taming, British str., from Manila. 
91, Telena, British str., from Singapore. 
22, Hailan, French str., from Pakhoi. 
23, Hindustan, British str., from Manils. 
"22, J. Diederichsen, Ger. str., from Pakhoi. 
99, Nubia, German str., from Moyi. 
92, Sildra, Norwegian str.. from Moji. 
22, Waishing, British str., from Wubu. 
23, Auchenarden, Brit. str., from K’chinotzn. 
23, Chowfa, German str.. from Bangkok. 
93. Diomed, British str., from Liverpool. 
23. Gaea, German str., from Bangkok. 
- 93. Glenfalloch, British str., from Singapore. 
* 93, Loongmoon, German sty., from Shanghai, 
93, Maria Valerie, Austrian str., from Trieste. 
23, Mongrlia, Amr. atr., from San Francisco. 
93, Numantia, German str., from Moji. 
94, Banca, British str., from London. 
94, Beechley, British str., from Penarth. 
94, Caffila, British str., from Barry. . 
24, Chowtai, German str., from Bangkok. - 
94, Dufferin, British {ransport, from Bombay. 
24, Emma Luyken, German str.. from Java. 
94, Hongkong, French str. from Haiphong. 
94, Hue, French str., from Haiphong. 
24, Kaisow, British str., from Soaughai. 
94, Kamor, Norwegian str., from Chefoo. * 
94, Lightning, British etr., from Calcutta. 
24, Planet Venus, British str., from Antwerp. 
2%, P. E. Friedrich, Ger. str , from Yokohama. 
21, Senegambia, German str., from Hamburg. 


9A, Zafiro, British str. from Manila. 

25, Ceylon, British str, from Yokohama. 

25, Holstein, German str., from Tsingtau. 
25, Macquarie, British str., from Moji. 

25, Norman Isles, Norwegian str., from Moji. 
25, Quinta, German str., from Saigon. 

25, Roon, German sir., from Bremen. 

25, Tolv, Norwegian str, from Bangkok. 

95, Yuensang, British str., from Manila. 

96, C. Diederichsen, Ger. str., from Haiphong. 
26, Calchas, British str., from Liverpool. 

26, Chiyuen, Chinese str., from Shanghai.’ 


96, Clara Jebsen, Gerrhan str.,f rom Swatow. 


26, Blita Nossack, Ger. str, from Hamburg. 

26, Haiching, British str., from Swatow. 

26, Kansu, British str, from Tjentsia. 

96, Michael Jebsen, Gur. str., from Hamburg. 

96, Nassovia, German iatr., from Shanghai. 

97, Aldgate, British str., from Moji. 

97, Bantu, Briti-h atr., from London. 

27, Kwang lee. Chinese str., from Canton. 

27, Lydia, German &tr., from Canton. 

27, Perlak, Butch str., from Swatow. 

€7, Socotra, British str, from London. 

27, Tjimahi, Dutch s*r., from Macassar. 

27, Tydeus, British str., from Shanghai. 

27, Woosung, British str., from Shanghai. 

98, Anghin, German atr., from Bangkok. 

98, Haimun, British str., from Taimsui. 

28, Hudson, British str., from Shanghai. 

98, Keongwai, German str., from Bangkok. 

28, Proteus, f orwegian str., from Swatow. 

28, Tean, British str., from Manila. 

98, Trafalgar, British str., from Kutchinotzu. 

29, Bo ; Norwegian str., from Wahu. 

29, Chins, American str., from San Francisco. 

29, Hanoi, French str., from Haiphong. 

$9, Herakles, Swedish str., from Gibraltar. 

99, Kohsichang, German str., from Bangkok. 

29, Mathilde, German str., from Quinhon 

29, Ormidale, British str., from Kobe. — 

30, Arratoon Apcar, Brit. str., from Shanghai. 

_ 90, Boscombe, British str., from Moji. 

_ 30, Deacalion, British str., from Liverpool. 
30*Mausang, British str , from Sandaken. 
80, Stettin, British str. from Sinfapore. 
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30, Trieste, Austrian str., from Shanghai. 
30, Yunnan, French str.., from Colombo. 


April— DEPARTUBES. 
90, Amara, British str., for Canton. 
20, Brunhilde, German str., for Saigon. 
20, Chusan British str., for Shanghai. 
20, Hanoi. French str., for Hoihow. 
20, Hohnstein, German str., for Shanghai. 
20, Hongbee, British str., for Amoy. 
20, Lowther Castle, Brit, str., for New York. 
90, Petrarch, German str., for Saigon. 
91, Alcinous, British str., for Liverpool. 
91, Annam, French str., for Shanghai. 
2], Derwent, British str., for Saigon. 
91, Haitan, British str., for Swatow. 
21, Loongsang, British str., for Manila. 
21, Shantung, British str., for Saigon. 
"21, Themis, Norwegian str., for Kobe. 
21, Tjipanas, Duteh str. for Singapore. 
99, Finme, Norwegian str., for Saigon. 
92° Fri, Norwegian str., for Haiphong. 
99, Laertes, British etr., for Saigon. 
92, Lennox, British str., for Callao. 
99, Paklat, German str., for Hoihow. 
22, Phranang, German str., for Amoy. 
22, Phuyen, French str., for Hoihow. 
22, Rubi, British str. for Manila. 
22, Simla, British str., for Eur: pe: 
92, Taiyuan, British str., for Manila. 
23, Dott, Norwegian str., for Bargkok. 
93, Hinsang, British str.. for Shanghai. 
93, Kwangleo, Chinese str., for Canton. 
93, Kwangtah, Chinese str., for Shanghai. 
23, Pinna, British str., for Japan. 
93, Providence, Norwegian str., for Bangkok. 
93, Pundua, British str., fur Amoy. 
“8, Signal, German str., for Haiphong. 
93 Waishing, British atr., for Canton. 
28, Woeang, British str., for Shaughai. 
24, Bonaventure, British cruiser, for practice. 
24, Centurion, British battleship, for practice. 
24, Glory, British tattleship, for practice. 
94, Haiching, British sir., for Swatow. 
94, Hogue. British cruiser, for practice. 
24, Humber, British store-hip, for Mirs Bay. 
94, Langbank. British str., for Shanghai. 
24, Ocean, British cruiser, for practice. 
94, Rambler. British surv.-ship, for Mirs Bay. 
94, Waterwitch British 8.-8., for Mirs Bay. 
25, Diomed, British str., for Shanghai. 
25, Dufferin, British transport, for Taku. 
25, Ithaka, British str., for Chinkiang. 
25, Kaisow, British str., for London, 
25, Maria Valerie, Aust. str., for Yokohama. 
25, Planet Venus. Britisa str.. for Yokohama. 
95, Taming, British str., for Manila. 
25, Tremont, Amr. str., for Tacoma. 
26, Auch: narden, Brit. str., for Ocean Island. 
26, Borneo, German str., for Sandakan. 
26, Ceylon, British str., for London. 
26, Esang, British str., for Tientsin. 
96, Glenfalloch, British str., for Amoy. 


26, Helene Rickmers, Ger. str., for Kangkok. 


26, Hindustan, British str., for Shanghai. 
26, Hongkong, French str., for Haiphong. 


26, Jacob Diedoriehsen, Ger. str., for Hoihow. 


26, Machew, German str., for Bangkok. 
26, Namsang, British str., for Culeutta. 


96, P. E. Friedrich, German str.. for Europe, 


96, Roon, German str., for Sha: ghai. 

26, Senegambia, German str., for Yokohama. 
26, Sungkiang, British str., for Ivilo. 

26, Tartar, British str., for Vancouver. 

27, Banca, British str., for Shanghii ~ 
27, Beechley, British str., for Na:rasaki. 

27, Calchas, British str., for Shanghai. 

27, Chiyuen, Chinese str., for Cun‘on. 

97, Hue, French atr., for Haipl:ony. 

27, Ikbal, British str., for Knutechinotzu. 

27, Kansu, British str., for Canton. 

27, Nassovia, German str., for Ha nburg. 
27, Nubia, German str., for Yokohama. 

97, Sildra, Norwegian str., for Kobe, 

27, Singora, German str., for Cebu. 

28, Aldgate, British str., for Kuichinotzu. 
28, Alexander, Amr. str., for Manila. 

28, Chowfa, German str., for Hoihow. 

28, Clara Jebsen. German str., for Swatow. 
28, Gass, German sta., for Bangkok. 

28, Haiching, British str., for Coast Ports. 
28, Kamor, Norwegian str. for Kobe. 

28, Kwanglee, Chinese str., for Shanghai. 
28, Mongolia, Amr. str., for San Francisco. 
28, Moyune, British str., for Shanghai. 

28, Tanglin, German str., for Bangkok. 

98, Yuensang, British str., for Manila. 

99, C. Diedorichsen, Ger. str., for Haiphong. 
99, Elita Nossack, Werman str., for Tsintau. 
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mania, Norwegian str., for Chefoo. . 
ia, German str:, for Shanghai. 
el. Rickmors, Gor.str,, for Singspore- 


99, Perlak, Dutch str., for Palembang. @ 
29, Petchaburi, German stt.; for Swatow. 
99, Rajput, British str., for Caloutta. 

29, Socotra, British atr., for Shanghai. 

29, Woosung, British str., for Canton. 

29, Zafiro, British str., for Manila. 

30, Amara, British str., for Shanghai. 

30, Bantu, British str., for Be eres 

3, Chowfa; German str., for Hoihow. 


30, Haimun, British str., for Swatow. 
30, Lightning, British str., for Caloutta. 
80, Proteus, Norwegian str., for Swatow. 
30, Telena, British etr., for Shanghai. 

30, Tolv, Norwegian str., for Bangkok. 


eRe eae 
PASSENGER LIST. 
ARRIVED. 

Per Chusan, for Hongkong from London, 
Mr, A. Watson, Insp. W. 8. Warnock, Mr. F. 
A. Andrews, Capt. F. Warren, Mr. M, Y, 
Haycosk, Mr. and Mrs. Rochall, Mr. A. Harri- 
eon, and Lieut. J. F. A. Robbins; from Mar- 
seilles, Mresrs. H. W. Lester, WN. W: Hickling, 
H. Lees, Dr. F. R. Pereira, Messrs. C. Skerrett- 
Rogers, W. 8. Nicholls, Mr. aud Mrs. W.A. 
Fordham, Mr. Seymour-Jones, Mre. H, Carson, 
and Miss B. Mabury; from Brindisi, Mr. and 
Mrs. F, G. Keens; from Bombay, Mr, A. M. 
Jafferbhoy, Mr. and Mrs. Ra im and 2 children, 
and Mr. Goorgi; from Colombo, Mr, H. Palmer, 
Hon. A. Kinnaird, Miss B. M. Jamieson, 
Messrs. T, C. Hayley, H. A. Kemp Welch, W. 
Meakin, J. B. Struthers, Drs. Chango and W. 
A. Swinton; from Singapore, Miss Ormiston, 
Messrs. R. J. Addie, Callender, Kamimura, 
Mrs. T. M. Perpetuo, Messrs. Perpetuo aad M. 
Mendes: for Shanghai from London, Messre, 
Martin Little, F. A. Nixon, Feronson, B. V. 
‘Andrews, Sam. Hammond, W. W. King, and 
‘Alexander Hammond; from Marseilles, Dr. aud 
Mrs. C. C. de Burgh D.. ly, Messrs. A. Fleet and 
A. Isgarisheff; from Bombay, Mr. D. Ardasseer : 
for Yokohama from Marseilles, Mr. and Mrs. 
9. G. Littledale and Mr. H. W. Booth. 

Per Simla, from Shanghai for Hongkong, 
Messrs. Paton, Kroe, Eldridge, Perry, Leo de 
Souza, Madvig, Mann, Mitchell, V.R. Bowden, 
Cameron, and Mrs. Pugh. 

Per Roon, from Bremen, Mrs. Forum; fro™ 
Sonthampton, Miss Borneo; from Genoa, Mrv. 
and Miss Bisney, Consul G. Siemssen, Messrs. - 
©. Vict. Luhigen and Erich Wa!lmaon; from 
Naples, Messrs. F. C. Oswald and Anton 
Heimsoth ; from Colombo, Miss E. Kafel ; from 


| Penang, Mr. Mehta; from Singapore, Mesars. A. 


Schwart, A. J. Cooper, K. Narima, and Dr. 
Jehangir. 
DEPARTED. 

Per Simla, from Hongkong fcr Singapore, 
Mrs. J. A. Pattie and cbild, Messrs. F. F. Boult, 
R. J. Addie, lient. A. B. Edgell, and Mid, 
Geo. St. J. Liwellyn; for Bombey, Messrs, H Y. 
Tooraballi, T. H. Ameerndin, and C. M. Fiasalli; 
for Port Said, Mr. C. Pearson; for Gibraltar, 
Viscount de Monte Sao; for Marseilles, Messrs. 
H. Gerne and M. St. Goar; for London, Mesars. ~ 
T. G. Higgins, G. Cole, Mrs. T. E. Griffiths, 
and Miss N. E. Deveo: from Kobe for Marseilles, 
Mr. and Mrs. Farquharson: frem Shanghai for 
Singapore, Messrs. W. J. Mayson, Schwartz, 
and Major E. C. Townsend; for Port Said, 
Messrs. Kondakoff, Phillepchenko, and Hebin- 
streit; for Marseilles, Messrs. J. D. Clarke, J. L. 
Chalmers, and F. L. Marshall; for London, Mrs, 
D. J. Keid, Miss and Master Reid, Miss Walsh, - 
Mrs. F. Grantham and 2 children, Messrs. A. 
Taylor, E. L Allen, and G. D. Mills. 

Per Roon, for Shanghai, Messrs, ''. P. Mad- 
wig, H. Baker, 8. N. Sen, O. Crus, C, Osmund, 
List, L. Gavino, T. Boothmann, Franck, Ferber, 
8. Nagaoka, rise, Misses Goldenberg and 
M. Barretto, and Mrs. Lareina; for Nega-aki, 
Messrs. MoLaren. Nakano, Herano, Saikai, 
Miyama, Watanabe, end Fmonuize, Misses 
Oshije, Omatsu, and Osatu; for Kobe, Messrs, 

Joshi, Sasagawa, and BR. Okada, Prof. and 
Mrs. Dowling, and Miss Okada; for Yokohama, 
Messrs. A. Smith-and J. H. Lind and Mre. M. 
Leepere. : 
Printed and published by Bertram AveusTos 
Hats for the Concerned, at 14, Des. Voux 
Road Central, City of Victoria Hongkong. 
London Office: 131, Fleet Street, E.C.. 


